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oe For Our Homes 


Our Father in heaven, we would reverently recognize 
Thee in all that we do, and give thanks for all that Thou 


dost make possible in our lives. We thank Thee for all 
the gentle and healing ministries of life: for gladness of 
the morning, for freedom of the wind, for music of the 
rain, for joy of the sunshine, and the deep calm of the 
night; for trees and flowers and clouds and skies; for the 
tender ministries of human love, the unselfishness of 


WHO IS THIS DEVOTED DISCIPLE OF IZAAK WALTON? 


The Messenger offers a prize to the reader who sends to the Editor the first correct 
guess as to the identity of this happy angler. 
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parents, the love that binds man and woman, the confi- 
dence and affection of little children, and the strength and 
devotion of friends. We would dedicate our home today 
to a love and a loyalty to Thee, and to the service and 
blessing of our fellowmen, in the name of our Master, 
who shared the friendship and hospitality of homes when 
He was here upon earth. Amen. 
—From the New Hymnal for American Youth. 


O Master! Thine! 


B. F. M. Sours 


O Master, Thine, with a happy heart, 
And from Thy love I will never part, 
For Thou art All in all to me, 
And I am very dear to Thee. 


O Master, Thine! In all the way 

Thou art my All, by night, by day; 
I follow Thee, my King Divine, 

And Thou art mine, and I am Thine! 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


Nature’s Balm 


When my heart can no longer sing a song, 

And the Way looks dark, and the days 
seem long; 

I go to the great Out-of-Doors for balm, 

To steep body and soul in Nature’s calm. 


I drive to the country, and find a stream 

Where I fish for trout, or idly dream; 

Soak up sunshine, breathe fresh mountain 
air, 

Chat with some farmer or fisherman there. 


I acquire new balance with each coat of 
tan, 

Get a proper perspective, so that each plan 

I had thought important seems trifling, 
small, 

I wonder why I had worried at all! 


With spirit refreshed, I see Life anew, 

Place first things first, as a Christian 
should do; 

I find the two things that are most worth- 
while 

Are a love-filled heart and a kindly smile! 


Then healthily tired, as the sun goes down 
I take the road that leads back to the 


town; 

My creel may be light, but my heart’s 
athrob 

With love for the world, for Mankind, 
and GOD! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 
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FRIENDS OF MEN 


Many of my readers must remember with 
what delight they read “Guides, Philoso- 
phers, and Friends” by Dr. Charles Frank- 
lin Thwing, president emeritus of Western 
Reserve University and Albert College, 
when it appeared some years ago. It was 
a book of recollections and estimates of 
great men whom Dr. Thwing had known 
and loved in his long and varied eareer. 
He has now given us a second series of 
recollections in “Friends of Men” (The 
Macmillan Company) which is even more 
interesting than the first series if such a 
thing could be possible. 

Here we have recollections and critical 
estimates of thirty men who have been 
leaders in thought and action during the 
last two generations. Practically all of 
them will be known to the reader and pos- 
sibly several of them have been his friends 
too. Here are such men as Phillips Brooks, 
George Edward Woodberry, Arthur James 
Balfour, William Howard Taft, Walter 
Hines Page, Thomas Wentworth Higgin- 
son, William Roscoe Thayer, Talcott Wil- 
liams, Henry T. Finck, Francis E. Clark, 
Haldane, Andrew Preston Peabody, Fran- 
cis Bowen, John H. Raymond, L. Clark 
Seelye, Benjamin Ide Wheeler, Woodrow 
Wilson and David Starr Jordan. What a 
company to have been associated with! 
There are also several lesser known 
friends—all men whose lives touched hu- 
manity in helpfulness — some physicians 
among them. If you want a book where- 
with to while away the vacation hours—a 
book which, at the same time is full of in- 
spiration both to high thought and nobler 
living—take this volume with you. 


All the sketches are interesting and 
profitable and if I single out two or three 
for special comment, it is not because they 
are of more worth than the others, but 
because they seem a little closer to us than 
the others, and because Dr. Thwing has 
gone a little more thoroughly into the 
story of their influence upon him and our 
times in general. Dr. Thwing was a great 
admirer of Phillips Brooks. He first heard 
him preach while he was a freshman at 
Harvard and for the next seven years, he 
tells us, he heard no other preacher if 
Brooks could be heard. Even after he be- 
came a theological student at Andover 
he made the journey into Boston Sundays 


A LETTER FROM CHAPLAIN RUPP 


Camp Custer, Michigan 
July 18, 1933 
Dear Bro. Leinbach: 


I am enclosing my check for my renewal 
to the “Messenger.” This week’s issue 
brought the Symposium on “Being Too 
Busy to Read the ‘Messenger’”, which I 
read with a great deal of interest. Really, 
I was somewhat surprised that such an 
issue could be raised at all. Having been 
in the “active pastorate” for twelve and 
a half years, before coming in the army, 
I may be presumed to know something of 
what goes on behind the scenes of a min- 
ister’s life—and, frankly, I do not believe 
ANY minister can be so busy with the 
varied affairs of his pastorate that he can- 
not find time to read his Church paper— 
provided of course he is interested in some- 
thing more than putting in time and draw- 
ing his salary. One of your correspondents 
in this last issue of the paper gets very 
near the truth when he says that any pas- 
tor who makes the above statement “has 
not rightly organized his time.” He is 


to hear him. “I knew it was my last 
chance to hear great sermons.” In sum- 
ming up his analysis of the greatness of 
Brooks and the secret of his influence he 
says that he stood, as no other man of his 
time, for “Fulness of life.’ “Whatever 
was, or is, life or in life, either in itself 
or in its relationships, was found in him.” 
“All of life some way seemed to have 
contributed to his life.” “Brooks was in- 
deed a composite of many lives, and they 
were united into the noblest unity in his 
personality. This personality teemed with 
life.” About Brooks’ sermons, the secret 
of their power was that they were always 
living. “They grip life and life grips 
them.” “They wrestle with life and life 
wrestles with them.” “In their oneness 
with life lies the power over life. Both 
as cause and result they are a witness. 
Dealing with truth, they also deal with 
life. Concerned with man’s life, they are 
based upon truth. Concerned with truth, 
they also deal, and must deal, with life.” 
The latter part of this fascinating chapter 
is a comparison of Brooks and the great 
English preacher, Cardinal Newman. One 
can hardly compare them, they were so 
utterly different from each other. And yet 
their sermons had one thing in common, 
namely, the bringing of the great eterni- 
ties to bear upon the problems and _ per- 
plexities of our every-day life. If Dr. 
Thwing does not compare them—and one 
cannot—he does contrast them in most 
illuminating pages. 


Another “Friend” about whom Dr. 
Thwing writes most engagingly is William 
Howard Taft. He has caught the secret of 
his greatness, and he really was a great 
man in more ways than one. Curiously 
enough, although Dr. Thwing does not men- 
tion it, personally Mr. Taft and Phillips 
Brooks were very much alike. Both were 
great, big humans with warm, magnetic 
personalities. Both were running over with 
life—life which made itself felt the mo- 
ment you came near them. Both had big, 
generous, warm hearts. Both had a deli- 
cious sense of humor. Both thoroughly en- 
joyed life and both had something about 
them that commanded the affection of the 
people. On this quality in Mr. Taft, Dr. 
Thwing enlarges. “A big sense of friend- 
liness, and friendliness of a most informal 
nature and manner, clothed him as a large 
garment. His friendliness created friend- 


the type of man who “cannot see the forest 
because of the trees.” He is usually found 
dawdling away his time on things that 
don’t amount to much; hoeing his garden, 
or polishing his flivver, or keeping tab on 
the financial secretary’s report, or a hun- 
dred and one things that take time but 
actually get him nowhere, religiously 
speaking. If a minister believes that his 
Church is part of the kingdom, he will of 
course want to know what the rest of the 
kingdom is accomplishing in addition to 
his own immediate Jonestown or Smith- 
ville, and his Church paper will tell him 
that far more truthfully than will a “Sun- 
day School Times” or a “Public Ledger.” 
This, naturally, on the assumption that his 
vocation as a minister is genuine, rather 
than a mere sideline to teaching school or 
taking a Ph.D. course in a neighboring 
university. 


I am afraid that this whole issue of 
“being too busy” to read one’s Church 
publications revolves around the fact that 
one is inelined to regard the ministry 
merely as a means of making a living, 
instead of a calling that is vital to the 


liness. . In this friendliness, both as 


a formative cause and as a happy conse- 


quence, was his sense of the boy. In a 
way Taft never grew up. He was always 
a boy: Fun was constructive. Playful- 


ness belonged to him no less as a grand- 
father than as a grandson.” The whole 
chapter is full of real insight into Mr. 
Taft’s character and into his great serv- 
ices. I wish Dr. Thwing might have em- 
phasized a little more Mr. Taft’s prophetic 
service to the cause of international peace. 
He threw himself, during his Presideney, 
heart and soul, into the securing of un- 
limited arbitration treaties between the 
United States and Great Britain and the 
United States and Germany. These 
treaties were lost by only one vote in the 
Senate. But their influence was not lost, 
for the nationwide discussion of. them 
created a new interest in the peace move- 
ment and prepared the way for later 
things. There are still many who feel abso- 
lutely convinced that had they passed, the 
terrible debacle of 1914 would have been 
averted. Another thing which should al- 
ways be remembered is that Mr. Taft, more 
than anyone else, was responsible for the 
idea of the League of Nations. Long be- 
fore Mr. Wilson took up his propaganda 
for the League, Mr. Taft had been touring 
the country in its behalf. He was the 
President of the League to Enforce Peace 
and helped prepare the four short articles 
of its platform which became the four out- 
standing articles of the Covenant of the 
League. 

I had expected to say a word about Dr. 
Thwing’s estimate of Woodrow Wilson, but 
my space is gone. It is the most critical 
of all the chapters and will be read with 
great interest—perhaps with dissent on the 
part of some to some of his conelusions— 
dissent which I would share. Dr. Thwing 
is conscious of his greatness and dwells 
upon it, but I had the feeling as I read 
that he had over-stated his limitations and 
dwelt upon weaknesses which some, who 
knew him very intimately, could never dis- 
cover. I discovered, when I was in Seot- 
land, that you could still break up a dinner 
party by the mere mention of the name of 
Mary Queen of Scots. One can still pre- 
cipitate a fist fight in the most respectable 
gathering by the mention of the name of 
Woodrow Wilson—so let us stop here. 


Frederick Lynch. 


moral life of the whole race. . . . “Them’s 


my sentiments,” at least. 
Yours fraternally, 


Paul B. Rupp, 
Chaplain U. 8S. A. 


THE BELFAST COUNCIL 
By Dr. E. G. Homrighausen 
(Continued from Last Week) 


Belfast, Ulster. 

Another personality who dominated the 
program was none other than Dr, Adolf 
Keller, of Geneva. His addresses on the 
State of Continental Reformed Churches 
in Russia and in other countries was stir- 
ring. How little we know of the heroic 
struggles those minorities are making to 
maintain the freedom they inherited. 
“Uncle” Keller, as he is known to thou- 
sands of these Christians, has sent many 
a box of clothing and food as well as 
money to*these people and is only too anx- 
ious to be a distributor of goods or money 
anyone may send to him at 2 Rue de 
Montchoisy, Geneva. Dr. Keller said thou- 


(Continued on Page 15) 
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MEMORIES OF AINTAB 


The other day we learned of the death, at Clifton Springs, 
N. Y., of the Rev. Stephen van R. Trowbridge, well known 
missionary, who in recent years has represented the World’s 
Sunday School Association in Egypt and other parts of the 
Near East. This news came as a great shock, for he was 
one of those rare spirits whose memory is fragrant with 
unforgetable helpfulness. Mr. Trowbridge was born in 
Aintab, Turkey, of a great missionary family, and main- 
tained a hallowed tradition. Versed in the languages of 
Bible Lands and trusted in exceptional degree by Moslems 
as well as Christians, his untiring devotion to the cause of 
Christ made him one of the most useful personalities in 
that part of the world. Rev. E. B. Chaffee of New York 
truly says: “Those of us who knew him in the war days 
in Palestine will not soon forget the soundness of his judg- 
ment or the winsomeness of his smile.” 

As one of the wanderers in the Near East immediately 
after the Armistice, it was one of the Editor’s greatest 
privileges to learn to known Major Trowbridge, who had 
during the great war been such an invaluable officer of the 
Red Cross, and to taste the sweetness of his Christian fel- 
lowship. Particularly do we recall his kindness with ref- 
erence to Aintab, his native city, the native place also of 
Levon Zenian, the splendid young Armenian whom we dis- 
covered there and whose continuing ministry of helpful- 
ness in Christian education among the Armenian refugees 
is one of the most worth while activities of the World’s 
Sunday School Association. 


Mr. Trowbridge was well acquainted, through his fore- 
bears, with the sterling work of the first foreign mission- 
ary of our Church, the Rey. Dr. Benjamin Schneider, who 
labored under the direction of the American Board, first at 
Broosa, in Asia Minor, and then in Aintab. He began his 
fruitful ministry in Aintab in 1849. For many years he 
was supported mainly by the contributions of our Reformed 
Church people, and his work was greatly blessed. Two 
large congregations were established, and in one of the 
imposing Church edifices erected it was the Editor’s priv- 
ilege to speak in May, 1919. Mr. Trowbridge told much 
about this work and took us to see several aged Armenian 
peop'e who remembered Dir. Schneider well and spoke most 


‘ 


lovingly of his extraordinary service and his gracious per- 
sonality. As early as 1862, no less than sixteen native 
ministers had been raised up in Aintab alone—a notable 
record in missionary effort. Dr. Schneider died in Boston 
in 1877, aged 70. He was a graduate of Amherst College 
and Andover Theological Seminary and became a minister 
of our Church in 1842, being recognized as our only foreign 
missionary, until Rev. A. D. Gring was sent to Japan in 
May, 1879. 

In the passing of Stephen Trowbridge, the cause of Christ 
in Moslem lands has lost a devoted friend. We may well 
thank God for such a rich and beautiful life. He was in 
every sense of the word a broad-minded and warm-hearted 


world citizen, a brave soldier of the common good. 
eee 


“ES IST BEST DAHEIM” 


One of our good friends who has recently passed through 
the desolating bereavement of parting from his loved com- 
panion of more than half a century, tells how his heart is 
comforted by the message of an inscription he first saw 
in the cemetery adjoining a Reformed Church at Muehle- 
horn in Switzerland. It is a message in four brief words: 
“Es ist best daheim” (It is best at home). 

There is something unspeakably comforting and exalting 
about that beautiful sentiment. Perhaps we do not think 
and talk about it often enough these days, when the assur- 
ance of a future life, far grander and more satisfying than 
anything earth can offer, has passed out of so many lives. 
Martineau said, you remember, that man does not believe 
in immortality because he has ever logically proved it; but 
he is forever trying to prove it because he just cannot help 
believing it. Millions have found solace in those wonderful 
words of life, written in John XIV, where Jesus says: 
“In My Father’s House there are many resting-places. 
Were it otherwise, I would have told you; for I am going 
to make ready a place for you. And if I go and make 
ready a place for you, I will return and take you to be with 
Me, that where I am you also may be.” (Weymouth.) As 
friend after friend departs and our earthly homes are 
brought to emptiness and a great loneliness, the need for a 
permanent abiding-place, with no more parting or weeping, 
becomes imperative. Then we grasp in all its beauty the 
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meaning of the message sent by the Queen to Lord Salis- 
bury after the home- -going of ‘his beloved : “We think at 
first that home ts Heaven: we learn at last that Heaven ts 
home. 
Yes, after all, that is the soul’s true fatherland where the 
Father dwells, and “‘it is best at home.”’ 
x * * 


THE BELFAST COUNCIL REPORT 


The report of the proceedings of the Belfast Council in 
June, written by Dr. E. G. Homrighausen of Indianapolis, 
began in last week’s issue of the MESSENGER and is con- 
tinued this week. It is unquestionably gratifying to us, 
although not a bit surprising, to note the large place taken 
by our own Dr. Richards, both in his great inaugural 
address as President of the Council and in the subsequent 
discussions. It is no secret that the leaders of the Alliance 
of Reformed Churches vie in doing honor to President 
Richards for his brilliant attainments and his prophetic in- 
sight into the religious problems of our age. It is also a 
matter of rejoicing to the many friends of Dr. Richards 
to know that on June 30 he was honored with the degree 
of Doctor Divinitatis, conferred by that ancient and dis- 
tinguished seat of learning, the Edinburgh University. In 
a real sense the entire denomination shares in such a dis- 
tinction, so worthily bestowed. 

The first-hand study of religious conditions in Europe, 
made by President Richards, President Omwake, Dr. Hom- 
righausen and other delegates from our Church to the 
Quadrennial Council at Belfast, will doubtless be of real 
value. In the current issue of the Christian Century, for 
instance, Dr. Homrighausen has an illuminating article on 
“Barth Resists Hitler’, in which the tense religious situa- 
tion in Germany is vividly portrayed. It is probable that 
some voluble defenders of the present tyrannical political 
regime in Germany, who are in our own Church fellowship, 
have not even suspected the Hitlerite effort to crush out 
the Reformed element in German Protestantism. Every 
day brings added proof of the subordination of the Church 
to the State by brutal force. In every crisis it is a cause 
for gratitude where there are men, like Barth, who refuse 
to be muzzled. They are always the heralds of a new and 
higher freedom. ee 


NOT WANTED 


The two major political parties of this country, having 
definitely committed themselves to the support of a legal- 
ized liquor traffic, the Drys in the respective parties have 
been given a hint, with a vigorous kick attached to it, that 
they are no longer wanted in these parties. 

Now, what are the Drys goings to do about it? Continue 
the old system of trying to elect enough Drys in these 
parties to re-establish Prohibition? Certainly the present 
experiences of the Drys should be sufficient to prove the 
futility of such a procedure. 

The time has come when those who believe in Prohibition 
must align themselves with the party which stands for Pro- 
hibition. That party, at present, is the Prohibition party. 
When all the Drys work and vote for Prohibition candi- 
dates, we shall know exactly what is the strength of the 
Dry element in this country and will have some knowledge 
as to the time and work required to restore Prohibition. To 
go on’with the old system is to dissipate strength and to 
give these major parties little worry about the continuance 
of the liquor traffic. What will cause sleepless nights for 
these parties is a steadily increasing Prohibition party and 
a steady increase in the number of Prohibitionists elected to 
office. 

There is one thing—and there are others—which can be 
commended in the Socialist party, and that is their fidelity 
to their cause. A small minority party in the country, 
their candidates for the higher state and national offices 
only occasionally elected, they steadfastly work and vote 
for their party. 

When all the Drys unite with the Prohibition party and 
work and vote for the party with the same zeal and fidelity, 
Prohibition will again be restored. It may take a long time 
to do so, but when Prohibition comes through a Prohibition 
party, it-will come to stay. 
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If, in the process of time, the Wet era should arouse a 
sentiment so strong for Prohibition as to threaten the su- 
premacy of either of the major parties, either one, or both, 
would come out: again for some form of Prohibition, and 
then, when again in the process of time, either, or both, 
parties should find it expedient to go Wet, they would go 
Wet. Are Drys consistent when they vote for candidates of 
parties which have declared themselves Wet? 


—Now AND THEN. 
* * * 


RELIGION IN GREECE 


The report recently made by Dr. Robert M. Hopkins, 
General Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion, concerning his visit to the Near East, almost makes 
some of us wish we were working in Greece. In contrast 
with America and many other lands, where Church attend- 
ance and interest are far below par and offerings laid on 
God’s altar have fallen off dreadfully, Dr. Hopkins declares 
that the Orthodox Church in Greece is experiencing a genu- 
ine revival of religion. The Churches are crowded every 
Sunday. The people listen with rapt attention and are 
giving evidence of changed lives in their daily conduct. 
Moreover, while the effects of the depression are felt there 
as elsewhere, the Church offerings show a splendid increase. 
Also their catechetical schools (corresponding to our Sun- 
day Schools) grew in one year from 341 to 468, the stu- 
dents increasing from 28,594 to 45,404. What is more, 
Dr. Hopkins says their curriculum material is practical and 
life-centered. For a Church that not so long ago was con- 
sidered decadent, this is a state of affairs truly inspiring. 
Isn’t it about time to notice reassuring signs of a genuine 
religious revival in our dear land? But, alas, while all 
restrictive laws are being battered down and the Govern- 
ment counsels the people to “drink themselves back to 
prosperity” by legalizing booze, the Churches continue to 


retrench, especially along the lines of aggressive evangelism. 


at home and abroad. And while the President tells us that 
patriotism demands an increase in wages and salaries all 
along the line, and calls for the wearing of “the badge of 
the new patriotism”, with its slogan, “We Do Our Part’, 
some Churches and Church organizations. continue to re- 
duce the salaries of some employes and fail to pay the 
salaries of others. Surely there is something wrong some- 
where. At least, we should not view it with complacency. 
CP wk: 


ODDITIES 


Here are a few stories about preachers. Those with a 
sense of humor, both in the pulpit and the pew, may appre- 
ciate them in this torrid weather : 

Two Scotchmen had been bored for quite a while by an 
intolerably long and dry discourse. One took a nap, and 
on waking whispered to his friend: “Hasn’t he finished 
yet?” The other replied: “Yes, but he winna quit.” 

A domine had discoursed learniedly on immortality. After 
the discourse one of the faithful was heard to say: “No- 
body need fear to die after hearing that sermon.” 

The brilliant President of a famous theological seminary, 
noted for its liberalism, was asked recently to preach in the 
Fundamentalist belt south of Mason and Dixon’s line. 
Whether by accident or design the local parson announced 
as the hymn before the sermon, “My soul, be on thy guard!” 

Dr. G. A. Buttrick tells of a minister’s pulpit announce- 
ment as follows: “The preachers for next Sunday will be 
found hanging in the vestibule.” 

ve ha 


THIS IS NO TIME FOR THE EASY WAY 


The most successful pastors sound the note of the neces- 
sity for more and more serious study, if a man is to meet 
the needs of these difficult days in the Christian pastorate. 
They are naturally very sensitive about the quip of some 
visitors from other lands who have reported that not a few 
American preachers spend more time in their garages than 
in their libraries. It is admitted that in too many cases this 
is true. There is little or no inspiration provided for a lazy 
mind. Luminous hours in the pulpit come usually through _ 
the hard discipline of arid hours in the study and the round — 
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of pastoral duty. The lazy incumbent of a pastorate today 
is worse than an encumbrance; he is a menace. 

With some it is a real temptation, as one of our fore- 
most pastors puts it, to “neglect the book of life in favor 
of books on the shelf.” There is no satisfying substitute 
for faithful and earnest pastoral visitation. The surround- 
ings of the home breathe their own sense of understanding 
and fellowship. We need to study people where they live, 
if we would truly help them. Dr. George A. Buttrick, able 
pastor of the Madison Ave. Presbyterian Church, New 
York, who declares that he averages about 16 hours of 
genuine work on every sermon he preaches, advocates that 
a pastor should read from 50 to 150 good books every year, 
and warns that the pastor who is not faithful in his reading 
(both of books and folks) is likely to ‘scurry around like 
an insane.chipmunk in a revolving cage.” Come, let us 
master the big books—that no growing preacher can af- 
ford to miss; and let us live ourselves lovingly into the 
lives of the people to whom we are permitted to minister. 

eee et 


SOME “CHRISTIANS” A YOUNG PASTOR 
HAS MET 


I was visiting for the first time at his home in the early 
evening, a middle-aged man who is a member of our con- 
gregation. He is the father of a 16-year-old son. I found 
him at home alone. He soon told me that his wife was a 
member of another Church nearby, and that the son did not 
belong to any Church yet, but attended spasmodically a 
Sunday School around the corner. This father had at- 
tended the early morning Communion service last Easter 
and early in our conversation had me to understand that 
“that one time during the whole year’ was his limit of 
Church attendance. It had been that way for the past 15 
years, and he seemed to have no pricks of conscience in 
telling me of this record! 

Very shortly the tall, athletically-built son of 16 years 
entered the room. Almost before | had shaken his hand in 
introduction to him by his father, he burst out, paying no 
regard to the “preacher’s’”’ presence: “Look, pop, I’ve got 
two passes to the big fight out at C———— park tonight! 
Come on, let’s go. It starts at 8 o’clock.” The father was 
embarrassed—saying nothing in his astonishment. I tried 
to relieve the situation by speaking to the boy, asking him 
concerning his school work, his plans for a vocation, his 
Sunday School Class, and so on. He seemed to pay no 
attention to my remarks and soon burst out again in sup- 
plication to his father, “Come on, Pop, it’s 7:30 now. We 
will have to hurry.” . 

Just then the front door opened and in came the mother. 
The father had told me that she had been down town all 
afternoon to shop. No doubt he was glad for her entrance, 
in order to relieve him from further embarrassment. At 
least he appeared somewhat relieved. “Mother, this is the 
new minister at my Church,” he said. She acknowledged 
my presence with a slight now and a “How do you do?” 
Looking over to her husband she said, “Mart, after shop- 
ping I went to the theatre. You should have seen Dick 
Barthelmess in ‘Central Airport’! He was simply mar- 
velous !”’ 

That is one of the “Christian” homes in our city. Cer- 
tainly something is missing in such a home when one doesn’t 
even find plain courtesy present. Can it be that “‘of such 
is the Kingdom of God’’? % 

Brought by his brother into his home, I found him sit- 
ting by the open window, coughing and breathing heavily. 
His physician had recommended a sanatorium as a last 
resort. He had not given his consent, saying that he 
couldn’t get well anywhere on earth. He seemed worried 
and extremely nervous about his condition, realizing his 
fate. I was introduced to him as the new minister at 
Church. “I am glad you have come to see me,” he said 
after a long pause. “I was taken to that Sunday School 
as a child by my mother, was confirmed there, and attended 
for a short time that Church. But I drifted away and 
haven’t been to Church for a long time. Now, Reverend, I 
wish that I had stuck to my Church. It does no one any 
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harm to go to Church. It’s a good practice to get into. 
Perhaps the Church would be of more help to me now, had 
[ stuck to her.” That is another type of “Christian” one 
meets in every pastorate, I suppose. What of the soul of 
such a person? 

* 

The son came to the parsonage to arrange for the funeral 
service of his father. I had never met him nor any member 
of the family before and so he told me of their Church 
relationships. “Our parents were for many years active 
members of your Church. We three children were con- 
firmed there long ago. I have since moved my member- 
ship to a Church nearer our home, but my brother and 
sister still hold their membership in your Church, and so 
we should like for you to bury our father.” After he left 
I referred to the Church records and learned that the 
brother had not communed for five years and that neither 
of them has taken any interest in their Church for many 
years in any way. And still they claim a membership! 

Can their membership mean very much to themselves or 
their Church? Another type of “Christian”, and their name 
is Legion. There is certainly plenty of work to be done 
by us all! —F.A.R. 


* ** * 
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THE PARABLE OF THE PREACHER’S VACATION 


Does any one doubt that he needs it? Some do. 

“Is the preacher an overworked man?” Not if he bud- 
gets and systematizes his time and his tasks. Not all do 
this: and many bear burdens that are really not a part of 
a minister’s work in a parish, a block, a town, or a circuit. 

“Why should he be absent from his pulpit for four suc- 
cessive Sundays?’ That seems a poser, but the answer is, 
because he’s in his pulpit for the remaining 48 Sundays, 
morning and evening, and frequently at prayer meeting. 
How about the members? Only a few qualify: the organist, 
the janitor, a few members of the choir, and the preacher’s 
family. Even these sometimes renege. 

“Does a preacher run dry, grow stale or repetitious, or 
degenerate into a carping critic?” He does. And the big- 
ger the preacher the greater the burdens he bears, and the 
longer the vacation he needs and gets. “Empty!”, is writ- 
ten on many a chamber of the preacher’s heart and mind by 
the time the July sheet of the calendar is torn off and con- 
signed to the waste basket. 

“How do preachers rest? By exchanging pulpits with 
other preachers who likewise are on a vacation?” <A few 
may do that; it’s not sinful, for they use an old sermon and 
augment their meagre salary with the V. or the X. paid 
for a pulpit supply. That helps to meet the expenses of the 
vacation with the wife’s folks—where most preachers and 
their families sponge during the lean month of the year. 

“Why do preachers go to Conferences, which cost a 
pretty penny?’ To meet other preachers, to exchange ideas, 
and to associate with men who stimulate thought. They 
come back with notebooks full of ideas and suggestions. 

“Do not such associations make the preacher discon- 
tented with his own Church and its people?” No; for he 
soon discovers that even the envied pastors of “big 
Churches” have their own problems and heartaches. He’s 
mighty content to come back to his own people and pulpit. 

“But the Devil never takes a vacation!” Well, why follow 
such a devilish example? Peto knows naught about his 
satanic majesty’s schedule, but he does hope that no mem- 
ber of a Reformed Church holds his religion by so tenuous 
a grip that the pastor’s absence from his pulpit for a few 
Sundays makes him lose all the religion he has! 

Moral: Would you improve your pastor’s preaching, send 
him to the Holy Land for six weeks. If you can’t afford 
to do that, send him to the Spiritual Conference at Lan- 
caster or the Assembly at Collegeville, or up Chautauqua 
way. 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


AucustT 3, 1933 


The New Deal—A Gift, Not a Promise 


“He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire.”—S. Luke 3:16. 

“T came that ye might have life, and 
that ye might have it more abundantly.”— 
St. John 10:10. 

“Born anew to a life of hope.”’—I Pet. 
1:3. (Moffatt.) 


In these times nearly everybody is look- 
ing for a new order of life. Many people 
have been stripped of their possessions; 
great numbers are being deprived of the 
chanee to work for their living; and multi- 
tudes have become tragically disillusioned. 
The last four years have been very dis- 
tressing. But all the time we have been 
told to have confidence, to keep up cour- 
age and patiently to await what is com 
monly called the “New Deal.” The Jews 
who went to hear John the Baptist preach 
were looking for the same things. 

For several generations the forces of re- 
action had dominated Judaism. Whether 
or not these forces represented primitive 
types of “rugged individualism” we do not 
know. At any rate, political life was cor- 
rupt, morals were bad and the working 
people were slaves. The Jews were anx- 
ious for the coming of the Messiah who 
would usher in a day of jubilee. 

The man who preached in the wilderness 
was not a demagogue. He made no idle 
promises. He had the courage to proclaim 
the truth as it gripped him and thus be- 
came a spokesman for God. He was a pro- 
phet. A prophet never makes promises be- 
cause he is not looking for votes; he is 
looking for people who will turn from their 
evil ways and live by the truth. Only 
those who repent and live by the truth 
can share in any genuine social improve- 
ment. John made this very plain when he 
said to those who wanted to join him: “TI 
baptize you with water, but One mightier 
than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes 
I am not worthy to unloose: He shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire.” 

What does it mean to be baptized “with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire?” It means 
that righteousness and truth must be kin- 
dled and, like a flame, burn in the hearts 
and lives of men, and that fellowship and 
love must be a portion of their daily liv- 
ing. When the crowds asked John: “What, 
then, shall we do?” he said: “Let the man 
who has two coats give one to the man 
who has none; and let the man who has 
food share with others.” A group of tax- 
collectors asked him what they should do. 
To them he said: “Do not make the bill 
higher than it really is.” In replying to 
the soldiers’ query he said: “Don’t bring 
false charges against anyone and then, for 
a price, withdraw them—be satisfied to 
earn your pay honestly.” 

It took a bold man to talk like that, 
but the folk who were looking for the 
arrival of the Judgment Day had been 
deceived, and cajoled, and fooled, and kept 
in the dark long enough! As long as they 
were encouraged to cling to their selfish 
ideals; as long as their low standards of 
conduct went unchallenged; as long as they 
saw no regard for human values and the 
rights of personality the Messiah would 
not—could not—come! God cannot come 
into the lives of men until they are ready 
to receive Him. 

So today, it does not matter what our 
creed may be or who is holding public of- 
fice. But it does matter a great deal how 
men treat one another and how much one 
is willing to give up for the sake of his 
brother man. There are still those who 
seek merely to be baptized. In fact, in 
1932 the record for the total number of 
Church members was reached—more than 
50 millions of baptized souls. But if men 
continue to hate, to lie, to steal, to rob, 
to take advantage of one another and to 
kill each other then this host of so-called 
Christians exercises an outrageously small 
amount of influence. I am not going to 
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brand these people with any particular 
epithet, but John the Baptist called such 
people the “Offspring of vipers.” One 
thing is certain: if we expect to flee from 
the wrath of the old order, we must give 
up the sins of the old order. If we want 
a new deal in politics, economics, govern- 
ment and industry then we must be pre- 
pared to hand out a new deal in personal 
conduct, in human relationships and in our 
social contacts. Disarmament and world 
peace begin in the heart, honesty in gov- 
ernment begins in the home and brother- 
hood in industry has its roots in the family 
life. 

Politicians will continue to make prom- 
ises, business men will still preach confi- 
dence, moralists will plead for courage 
and ministers will continue to baptize with 
water, but only when men show that they 
have been baptized by the spirit and are 
being consumed by the purpose of Christ 
who said: “I came that ye might have life, 
and that ye might have it more abundant- 
ly,” will there be a lasting new deal. 

Before we enthusiastically endorse any 
proposed New Deal it will be profitable for 
us to look carefully into its purpose. Any 
measure that seeks primarily to safeguard 
the existing order of things, regardless of 


THE AMERICAN TRAGEDY 


The Viking doorman scorns fatigue, 

Humming a marriage march from 
Grieg; 

The Italian bootblack’s brushes ply 

To an aria from “Butterfly”; 

The German florist sprays the palms 

Crooning a lullaby from Brahms. 


The French chef seasons a rich fillet 
To a broken phrase of Carpentier. 
The Russian liftman signals off 
Whispering Rimsky Korsakoff. 

The American guest in the guilded 
suite 

“She’s my baby; ain’t she 
neat?’—The New Yorker. 


Sings, 


its prominent injustices, is unworthy of our 
support. The function of society is to 
bring to the surface the highest possibili- 
ties and the noblest impulses of the hu- 
man race. And the true purpose of any 
social organization is to foster that process. 
If it fails in this it is no longer creative 
and should be supplanted by another order. 

Under this test our present social system 
has been strained to the breaking point. 
Admittedly it gives unfair advantages to 
an elect few, while it breaks multitudes 
and holds the masses in hopeless dejection. 
In America we have a President and his 
colleagues putting forth superhuman ef- 
forts to change these conditions by emer- 
gency legislative enactments and temporary 
government control. Here we have the 
amazing spectacle of a national administra- 
tion forcing the repeal of the eighteenth 
amendment, on the theory that the traf- 
fic in alcoholic beverages cannot be con- 
trolled by the federal government, while, 
at the same time, it is assuming to exer- 
cise federal authority in a task that is in- 
finitely vaster, more complex and more elu- 
sive than the problem of liquor control, 
namely, the effort to control the produc- 
tion, distribution and price fixing, not of 
one commodity, but of a whole host of 
agricultural products and manufactured 
goods. In addition to this wages and hours 
of labor are to be controlled as well as 
banks, railroads and essential industries 
placed under the thumb of a federal dic- 
tator. The success of the entire scheme 
depends largely upon who is in control of 
the government. If, as is the case of 
Prohibition, its enemies are to administer 
law, it is already defeated, and our last 
state will be worse than the first. The 
question that arises here is this: “To what 
purpose is all this hysterical commotion 


in executive and legislative circles? Is it 
to shift our social system upon a firmer 
foundation or is it merely to save the game 
for one more round—until another elee- 
tion is over?” 

We need emergency measures, perhaps 
more than we have secured, in order to 
relieve existing conditions. But if we are 
only going to save the present generation 
from complete collapse, and nothing more, 
then the much advertised “New Deal” is 
a hoax, and we are not Christians. Jesus 
did not come into the world to serve only 
the Jews. He did not come to save the 
institutions which were upholding the Mo- 
saic traditions nor to make Jerusalem the 
center of world power and influence. He 
came for only one thing, and that was to 
rescue broken and fallen wrecks of human- 
ity and to redeem the world from the 
sinister influences that always are respon- 
sible for them. “I came that ye might 
have life, and that ye might have it more 
abundantly.” 

To achieve this purpose He reversed old 
values, set up new standards and estab- 
lished higher ideals. “Ye have heard that 
it hath been said ., but I say unto 
you. . .” And again, “Whosoever would 
save his life shall lose it, but whosoever 
would lose his life for My sake shall find 
It? 

We, in our day, have heard that compe- 
tition is the highest incentive to success, 
but the spirit of Christ says “Love is the 
law of life.’ We have been taught that 
profit is the only adequate motive for 
transacting successful business, but we are 
beginning to learn that Christ’s ideal of 
service alone will guarantee the future of 
any business. We have been told that 
money is power, but Christ said: “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but My word 
shall not pass away.” 

It is from this reversal of emphasis. upon 
the temporal desires of men to the endur- 
ing values of life that the unique power of 
Jesus is derived. Even though He dwelt 
on the earth, His life was lived in a vaster 
and a deeper world than ours. It was 
rooted and grounded in the soul of the uni- 
verse—in God. His breath was the atmos- 
phere of truth. His sunshine was gather- 
ed from the gay smiles of little children. 
Wherever righteousness “rolled down in a 
mighty stream” He was refreshed. His 
meat was to do His Father’s will. 

These are the elements of character 
which constitute “the great mercy of God.” 
And it is by that Mercy, according to the 
first epistle of Peter, that we “have been 
born anew to a life of hope.” This is just 
another way of saying that Jesus Christ 
has given us the one and only new deal 
worthy of the name. Once and for all time 
He made real that which politicians prom- 
ise, but do not give and that which Church 
people preach, but do not practice. 

The assuring thing about the statement 
of the Apostle Peter is that it conceives of 
our hope, not as a promise, but as a gift. 
Christ did not promise Utopia, but said: 
“T go to prepare a place for you.” He not 
only preached the golden rule, but He con- 
sistently went the second mile. Follow- 
ing in His steps, it is possible to die in 
order to live. His spirit lives! He has 
demonstrated that beyond the shadow of a 
doubt, thus giving us a new lease on life. 

In the modern world it is difficult to 
embrace such an adventure if we think of 
it as a requirement of law. Indeed, it will 
then be impossible. But if we think of it 
as a glorious gospel it will be just as easy 
for us as it was for Christ and the Apos- 
tles. It may mean that we must plunge 
into an ocean of the world’s bitter scorn 
and riditule, but if we will be content to 
sing “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” the while 
we put-all our trust in God, He will guide 
us to that distant shore where 

“. ,. .sthose angel faces smile, 


Which I have loved long since, and lost - 


awhile.” 
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MEETINGS OF THE SYNODS 


Sept. 5, 1933, Synod of the Northwest, 
St. Peter’s, Kiel, Wis., Rev. E. L. Worth- 
man, Kiel, Wis. 


CLASSES MEETING IN SEPTEMBER, 
1933, ACCORDING TO THE RECORDS 
RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE STATED CLERK OF THE 
GENERAL SYNOD 


September 13: 


West New York (10 A. M.), St. Paul’s, 
Titusville, Pa., Rev. Victor Wallenta, 
102 Brook Street, Titusville, Pa. 
September 25: 
Clarion (2 P. M.), Belknap, Dayton, Pa., 
Rev. Jacob F. Painter, Dayton, Pa. 
September 26: 
West Susquehanna (10 A. 
Bethel, McClure, Pa., Rev. 
Zechman, Beaver Springs, Pa. 
Northeast Ohio (9.30 A. M.), First, War- 
ren, Ohio, Rev. John P. Alden, 481 
Banks St., N. E., Warren, Ohio. 
St. Paul’s (2 P. M.), St. Paul’s, Mead- 
ville, Pa., Rev. V. J. Tingler, Meadville, 
Pa. 


Mo) vt: 
Edw. H. 


THE NEXT STEP IN THE UNION OF 
THE EVANGELICAL SYNOD OF 
NORTH AMERICA AND THE 
REFORMED CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


By George W. Richards, D.D., LL.D. 


The vote of the two Churches, June 28, 
was as follows: 


1. The Reformed Church in the U. S. 
Of the 59 Classes 53 have voted—49 ap- 
proved, 2 approved conditionally, 2 dis- 
approved, 6 have not reported action. 
Since the favorable vote of only 40 Classes 
is required, the Plan is constitutionally 
adopted by the Reformed Church. 

2. The Evangelical Synod. Of the 20 
Districts 19 have voted favorably; more 
than two-thirds have voted unanimously. 
The vote of the Districts must be con- 
firmed by a vote of the Evangelical Synod, 
which meets early in October. If this 
Synod confirms the action of the Districts, 
the Plan is constitutionally adopted. 

What are the next steps toward the con- 
summation of the union? These are de- 
fined in Articles iv and xii of the Plan 
of Union. 

1. The officers of the supreme judicatories 
must report the result of the vote to the 
Commissions on Union; they in turn will 
request the officers of the two judicatories 
to call a special meeting of each judicatory 
at the same time and place. In joint session 
of the judicatories the final report of the 
action of the Churches on the Plan of 
Union will be made. Thereupon the judi- 
catories, by joint resolution, will declare 
that the union of the two Churches is duly 
effected. The General Synod of the Re- 
formed Church and the Evangelical Synod 
by virtue of this declaration are dissolved. 

2. Immediately after the dissolution, the 
General Synod of the Evangelical-Re- 
formed Church will be constituted. It will 
consist of delegates elected by the Classes 
and Districts in the same way as they 
elect delegates to their respective supreme 
judicatories. 

The Commissions on Union will an- 
nounce to the Stated Clerks or Secretaries 
of the Classes and Districts, three months 
before the special meeting of the General 
Synod and the Evangelical Synod in joint 
session, the number of delegates to which 
each of the uniting Churches is entitled. 
The basis of representation in the new 
General Synod is one minister and one lay 


member for every twenty congregations or 
major fraction thereof. If a Classis or 
District has less than twenty congrega- 
tions, it shall have one ministerial and one 
lay delegate. “A quorum shall consist of 
a majority of the members of the body.” 
The Reformed Church, counting 1,731 con- 
gregations, will have a right to 86 minis- 
terial and 86 lay delegates, 172 in all. 
The Evangelical Synod will have about 
the same number of delegates. 

3. When the delegates have assembled, 
the “General Synod of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church” will be constituted 
by the election of a President, a Stated 
Clerk, a Treasurer and such other officers 
as may be required. Following the election 
of officers, the Synod will take up the 
items of business that are regularly sub- 
mitted to it. 

If one refiects for a moment upon the 
significance of the proposed action, one 
will be deeply impressed by the solemnity, 
seriousness, and far-reaching consequences 
of it, action that can be taken only by 
firm faith in God and by mutual confi- 
dence of the Churches in one another. 
Lead Thou us on! 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Elias J. Knoch from 3510 Eoff 
St. to 620 North Front St., Belle Isle, 
Wheeling, W. Va. 

Rev. 8S. B. Mase from Atascadero, Calif., 
to 321 W. 7th St., Long Beach, Cal. 

Rev. E. B. Yost from West Alexandria, 
Ohio, to R. D., Cresco, Monroe Co., Pa., 
c/o M. L. Boorem. 


The Orphans’ Home Number will be is- 
sued Aug. 24. 

Prof. John H. Eisenhauer, one of our 
most active and useful laymen, has been 
appointed by Bucknell University as Di- 
rector of its Junior College, Wilkes-Barre. 

The Governor of Pennsylvania has ap- 
pointed Mr. Charles C. Lark, of Shamokin, 
Pa., as a Judge of Northumberland County. 
The “Messenger” is glad to felicitate Judge 
Lark. 

The latest addition to the Bowling Green 
Academy salary fund came from the O. A. 
B. Class, Mrs. D. M. Miller, Treasurer. 
Bloomsburg, Pa. It was a check for $2.50. 
Thank you! 

In St. John’s Church, Philadelphia, Rev. 
Robert O’Boyle, pastor, a helpful com- 
munion service was held July 30; offering 


$130. The pastor was granted a vacation 
during August. Services are resumed Sept. 
third. 


The “Record of Christian Work,” after 
an honorable history of 52 years, is an- 
other valuable religious journal that has 
ceased publication. It was issued by the 
Northfield Schools in Massachusetts. How 
many Church papers will die before Pro- 
testants wake up? 

There is a large attendance at the Mis- 
sionary Conference at Collegeville. The 
Conference sermon was delivered by Dr. 
Allen R. Bartholomew, Secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions. The theme 
was, “The True Light for Every Man,” 
based on the text, St. John 1:8-9. This is 
a sermon the whole Church should hear 
and believe. 


President Geo. W. Richards has returned 
safely from Europe, after presiding at the 
sessions of the Belfast Council and receiy- 
ing the honorary degree of D.D. from 
Edinburgh University. Few Americans 
have been similarly honored. Dr. and Mrs. 
E. G. Homrighausen, Indianapolis, are also 
expected home this week. 
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First Church, Easton, Pa., Rev. Geo. A. 
Creitz, pastor, was the only Church in the 
community conducting a D. V. B. S. this 
summer and it was again a great success. 
Much credit is due Miss Mildred Hillegass, 
director of the school, and Rev. Mr. Creitz, 
the advisor. Registration and attendance 
was the highest in years and the work 
was regarded as an unselfish service to the 
community. The average attendance was 
80. Others in the faculty include: Miss 
Cornelia Zimmerman, Miss Naomi Niper, 
Miss Audrey Hillegass, John Reese and 
Miss Dorothy Pfenning. 

Rev. 8. W. Beck, pastor of the Blain, Par 
Charge, is a leading spirit in the com- 
munity religious services sponsored by the 
Hemlock Park Association. The Hemlock 
Builders, as they are known, are conduct- 
ing Sunday afternoon Gospel hymn services 
which are largely attended. The Break of 
Day service held at 4.30 A. M. on Sunday, 
July 23, attracted an immense audience of 
worshipers. Approximately 5,000 people 
listened to the sermon on the subject, “The 
Dawning,’ which was delivered by Rev. 
Hobart D. MeKeehan, of Huntingdon, Pa. 


Rev. Geo. H. Scherer, Gen. See’y of the 
Bible Lands Sunday School Union, reports 
that the 17 Sunday Schools organized un- 
der the direction of Levon Zenian, repre- 
sentative of the World’s S. S. Association, 
have an enrollment of 2,100 boys and 
girls and are the best organized Sunday 
Schools in all Syria and Palestine. A num- 
ber of our Reformed Church folks, who 
have been assisting in this fine work will 
be glad to hear this report. The Gen. 
See’y of the World’s Association adds: “T 
never knew a man more committed to his 
task, and I doubt if we have two workers 
better suited to their work than Levon 
Zenian and his good wife.” 


The re-dedication services of the Hough 
Ave. Church, Cleveland, which was par- 
tially destroyed by fire Feb. 12, were con- 
ducted by the pastor, Rev. A. V. Vonder- 
smith, June 11. Dr. Henry Gekeler 
preached the morning sermon. Seven 
young people were confirmed; 2 added by 
letter. Baptisms, 3. Dr. Orris W. Haul- 
man was the guest preacher in the even- 
ing. The choir was vested for the first 
time and the pastor and guest preachers 
were robed. The Church was re-dedicated 
free from debt. The pastor has entered 
upon his 7th year of faithful service. 


The 7th annual Vacation Bible School 
of Calvary Community (Mission) Church, 
Maywood, Ill.. Rev. A. J. Michael, pastor, 
was conducted during the latter part of 
June and the first week of July. Children 
between the ages of 5 and 14 were in- 
vited. The enrollment was 123, with aver- 
age attendance of 102; 8 teachers and 8 
assistants directed the activities of the 8 
groups of the school. The closing session 
and demonstration was held July 9, with 
200 present. Fifteen Protestant Churches 
of Maywood have united in a series of 
Sunday evening services during the sum- 
mer months. This has been an established 
custom for more than 7 years. 


’ 


“The Century of Progress” Exposition 
continues to draw ever increasing crowds. 
More people have now visited this Exposi- 
tion than visited the Columbian Exposi- 
tion in 1893. To July 23 there were more 
than 6,000,000 paid admissions. Hotels and 
rooming houses are greatly congested. The 
members of Calvary Community Chureh 
have accommodated many visitors during 
recent weeks. Maywood is within easy 
reach of the Exposition grounds. Electric 
and bus lines run direct to the main en- 
trance. Any readers of the “Messenger” 
desiring home entertainment during their 
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visit to the Exposition ean make reserva- 
tions for the same by communication with 
the pastor of Calvary Reformed Church, 
Rev. A. J. Michael, 1421 S. 18th Ave., 
Maywood, Tl. 

[In the Chureh of the Ascension, Norris- 
town, Pa., Rev. Calvin H. Wingert, pastor, 
the first Daily Vacation Bible School that 
Ascension Church has had by itself was 
held in the Church Sehool building. Fifty 
were enrolled, with an average daily at- 
tendanece of 40;. 28 received perfect at- 
tendance certificates. A staff of 10 teach- 
ers assisted. Plans are being laid for en- 
larging the Chureh Sehool building by the 
addition of several rooms. This will pro- 
vide more adequate facilities for the 
Senior and Junior choirs, a Church office, 
and larger facilities for the Beginners’ 
Department. A committee is working to 
unify the Church and Chureh Sehool pro- 
gram into a system that will build loyal- 
ties to the Chureh as well as to the Church 
School. Rev. E. K. Angstadt, a son of this 
congregation, will preach here on a visit 
during August. 

One of the best mediums in our Church 
to make known the needs of the work of 
Missions is the “Reformed Church Mes- 
senger.” The S. O. S. Call of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of two weeks ago has 
been rewarded by a number of responses. 
“A Co-worker” sent Five Hundred Dollars 
in Liberty Bonds with these lines, “These 
are days when it seems no one has any 
money, but if you have some papers that 
are still any good I feel one ought to 
share them. Praying God’s richest bless- 
ing to rest on our Church and its mission- 
ary work, I remain as ever for His cause.” 
What if 500 members would send a sim- 
ilar amount to the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions at 1505 Race St., Philadelphia? Then 
the Year of Jubilee would come, and the 
foreign missionaries could sing the Halle- 
lujah Chorus. 

In St. Paul’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Rev. Louis G. Novak, pastor, Children’s 
Day was appropriately observed on June 
25. Both teachers and pupils successfully 
demonstrated the value of our S. S. in 
Religious Education. The committee com- 
posed of Bertha Knobel, Miss M. Bern- 
hardy, and Alice Thompson are to be com- 
plimented. St. Paul’s Y. P. Society and 
S. S. was well represented at the Shady- 
side Conference by Louis Faas and Ches- 
ter Neuin. The pastor and many Church 
members were up to visit. Miss Alice 
Thompson capably taught a class of chil- 
dren at the Lawrenceville Union D. V. B. 
School. The Ladies’ Aid Society proved 
their interest by contributing $200 towards 
the shingling of the parsonage. Both pas- 
tor and consistory wish to thank the 
Ladies’ Aid for their loyal support. Sum- 
mer communion services were observed on 
July 9. The S. S. and Church picnie was 
held on July 18. 

The 9th annual session of the D. V. B.S. 
of Salem Church, Doylestown, Pa., Rev. 
Charles F, Freeman, pastor, proved to be 
the most successful in many ways. 124 
children registered; average attendance 97. 
Mrs. Chas. F. Freeman, supervisor, was 
assisted by Erma Larzelere, graduate of 
Beaver College, in charge of the kinder- 
garten; Elizabeth Slotter, musical super- 
visor in public schools, Ephrata, Pa., in 
charge of music; Loretta Carver, graduate 
of the Philadelphia School of Art and De- 
sign, in charge of art and hand work; 
Elizabeth Carr, teacher in the Church 
School in charge of Primary children; Vir- 
ginia Billmyer, public school teacher and 
teacher in the Church School, in charge of 
Intermediate girls; Robert Larzelere, Dick- 
inson College, Eli Fabian and Cameron Bill- 
myer, F. & M. College, in charge of the 
boys’ work; Alverta -Carver and Ruth 
Wynn assistants. The pastor conducted 
the daily worship period for the entire 
group. 


In the Kannapolis, N. C., Charge, Rev. 
Lee A. Peeler, pastor, a D. V. B. 8. was 
conducted June 19-30. The following com- 
posed the faculty: Intermediate girls, Rev. 


Frank Fesperman, Missionary to Japan; 
Intermediate boys, Rev. Lee A. Peeler; 
Juniors, Miss Eula Peeler of Salisbury; 
Primaries, Mrs. Lee A. Peeler; Kinder- 
garten classes, Miss Rosa Lee Cook and 
Mrs. T. P. Moose. Mrs. Lee A. Peeler 
acted as supervising principal. All the 
teachers did splendid work. The pastor 
felt himself fortunate in having Mission- 
ary Fesperman and family in Kannapolis 
during the time of this school and have 
him as a teacher. They occupied the home 
of Mrs. J. T. Fesperman, his brother, dur- 
ing this two weeks, while J. T. Fesperman 
and family were at the Inter-State “Y” 
Camp, near Old Fort, N. C. In addition 
to these regular teachers, Miss Willette 
Barger also acted as Director of Music for 
the school. Miss Mazelle Yung, a Chinese 
girl, a senior in the local high school, and 
Miss Selma Perry also assisted. An inter- 
esting feature of this school was that we 
had a foreign missionary to Japan as a 
teacher and two Chinese children as stu- 
dents. At the close of the school, a de- 
lightful outing was planned. On June 30, 
the entire school was taken to Parkwood 
Lake for a pienic. An additional activity 
feature of the school was the preparation 
of the Children’s Service “The Gateway of 
Praise”, which was effectively rendered on 
July 2, at 9.45. The enrollment of this 
school was 116; average attendance 94. 
Certificates for perfect attendance was 
given out to about 70 children. Holy Com- 
munion was observed at St. John’s on July 
2 at 11 A. M. The pastor was assisted 
by Rev. W. B. Goebel, a Presbyterian min- 
ister, living in the community. In connee- 
tion with this service, a Self-Denial Offer- 
ing was laid upon the altar. Self-Denial 
Bags were distributed several months ago. 
The first quarterly self-denial offering was 
lifted at this time. The people brought 
their offerings forward and placed them on 
the altar while effective musie was ren- 
dered. The offering was applied to the de- 
ficit on the Budget of the Chureh. On 
June 25 Missionary Frank Fesperman fill- 
ed the pulpit at St. John’s. On June 30 
Mr. Lawrence Wheeler, of Phila., presented 
the Insurance Plan for amortization of the 
Church debt to the Consistory. The Con- 
sistory listened favorably to this plan and 
will give the same due consideration a 
little later. On July 6 a joint meeting of 
the two circles of the W. M. 8., the G. M. 
G. and the Friendly Circle was held at the 
home of Mrs. J. T. Fesperman at 7.30 P. M. 
The program was in charge of Mrs. Fred 
Powell, president of the W. M. 8S. Ma- 
dames W. S. Barger, T. P. Moose and 
Misses Ruth Sills and Willette Barger took 
part. Mrs. Frank Fesperman made an ad- 
dress at the meeting. At the close of the 
program, a messenger brought to the door 
a doll dressed in many handkerchiefs, 
which was presented to Mrs. Fesperman, 
the honor guest of the evening. 

St. John’s Church, Evans City, Pa., Rev. 
Nevin E. Smith, pastor, offers a very grati- 
fying review of its work of the past year. 
The second year of the Young People’s 
Society, showed an increase in interest, 
membership and activities. The year’s 
work was started with a very succcessful 
social, planned by our 1932 delegates to 
Shady Side. On Feb. 16 a Y. P. Supper 
and Rally was held with the very genial 
and popular Rev. Papajian as speaker and 
leader in songs and games. There were 
89 Young People, plus several Y. P. ad- 
visors in attendance. At the Early Dawn 
service on Easter Sunday, the Y. P. dra- 
matized the story of the Resurrection. As 
their closing meeting in June, they had 
charge of the entire evening worship pro- 
gram, presenting the religious drama, “The 
Test.’ These Young People are active, up- 
to-date, interested, capable, and the qual- 
ity as well as the quantity of their work 
is being recognized beyond the bounds of 
their own Church. Another very fine piece 
of work is being done by the Junior Choir, 
22 members. On Easter Sunday evening 
they sang the cantata, “A Morning in the 
Orient.”” On Mother’s Day they sang an- 
other appropriate cantata. This choir also 
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sang for the Y. P. service, and for the spe- 
cial Boy Scout service which was held on 
Sunday evening of Scout Week. The 
Scouts from Evans City and vicinity at- 
tended this service in a body. Rev. Mr. 
Smith delivered the sermon on the text 
Exodus 18:21. As the closing number of 
the service the Scouts, standing at rigid 
attention, gave the Scout Oath and 
saluted the American flag, which headed 
the processional as well as the recessional. 
Since the completion of the basement we 
have been able to organize a separate Y. P. 
department in our Church School. Dr. 
Ernest D. Kinsey has heen elected super- 
intendent, and the new department is mov- 
ing onward and upward. The Parent- 
Teachers’ Association of the Children’s 
Division, organized last September, has 
been a very helpful organization. It meets 
monthly to discuss problems relative to the 
home and Church School. At the Shady 
Side Summer Conference there were eight 
registered delegates, representing the 
various organizations of the Chureh. 
Church was also represented on the fae- 
ulty at this Conference. During the ses- 
sion, due to the kindness of several peo- 
ple with cars, the G. M. G. girls were able 
to spend one day there in a body. On Apr. 
2, this congregation had the pleasure of 
hearmg Dr. Meminger, the genial repre- 
sentative of the Board of Ministerial Re- 
lief. On May 21, the annual high school 
baccalaureate service was held. On May 
22, a musical treat was given this com- 
munity, when the Girls’ Glee Club of West- 
minster College gave a most delightful con- 
cert. On May 28, the pastor delivered the 
annual Memorial Day sermon to the ex- 
service men, who attended in a body. On 
June 4, Dr. Karl A. Stein, of Grace Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., was the guest speaker at 
a special service which marked the second 
anniversary of Rev. Mr. Smith’s pastorate 
at Evans City. The winter session of Alle- 
gheny Classis also met in this Church. At 
the spring meeting of the missionary so- 
cieties of Allegheny Classis, Mrs. H. F. 
Gelbach was re-elected to the presidency of 
the organization, and Mrs. Nevin BE. Smith 
was chosen Classical secretary of Mission 
Bands. Both of these women are mem- 
bers of our Church. The missionary organ- 
izations of this Church stand very high in 
their work, several first places were at- 
tained and no rating was lower than sec- 
ond. The fall work will begin on Sept. 25, 
with the reopening of our Community 
Leadership Training School, which is held 
annually in this Church. Money is searce, 
but the spirit is good, and so our work 
goes on. Attendance, interest, and fine 
co-operative spirit lead us to expect a bet- 
ter year this year. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 


John M. G. Darms, Secretary 
We are indebted to Rey. William C. Rit- 
tenhouse, of Williamsport, Pa., for the 
fine and suggestive heading of this ecol- 


umn, Truly, this aptly portrays the fel- 
lowship, the purpose and the activities of 
the League. As Christian laymen we are 
yoked together, but our fellowship is with 
the Lord Jesus Christ; He is our Leader. 
We stand ready to pull the heavy load 
with Him, to lift humanity to higher 
levels, to pull the Chureh out of the ruts 
into which its wheels have sunk so deep- 
ly, and to bring our activities out on the 
open solid highway of seeurity and sue- 
cess. 

President Fretz of the Churehmen’s 
League is attending the Rotary Conven- 
tion at Boston, Mass. He has been a dis- 
trict governor and is high in the counsels 
of Rotary. We prize his leadership in our 
Churehmen’s League. 


. 
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Four other chapters have now paid their 
dues for 1933, which the League greatly 
appreciates. We have no money in our 
treasury, and every penny we can secure 
is greatly needed for postage and print- 
ing. The League appreciates contribu- 
tions or dues from the various chapters 
or individuals. 


CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CAMPS 
By Chaplain Wm. T. Brundick 


President Roosevelt in an address said: 
“We are giving opportunity of employ- 
ment to one-quarter of a million of the 
unemployed, especially the young men who 
have dependents, to go into the forests 
and flood prevention work.” The Presi- 
dent has not only directed that these men 
be given work, but that it be done by 
June 15th. This task of securing, outfit- 
ting, examining, feeding, clothing and 
transporting from 250 to 300 thousand 
men in so short a time, is the biggest prob- 
lem of its.kind ever attempted by the War 
Department. These men will not be lo- 
cated in the big railroad centers, and 
near bases of supplies, but in the woods, 
where roads are scarce and transportation 
facilities meager. 

Each forestry camp will comprise some 
200 C. C. C. men and three officers. These 
officers are selected from the Regular 
Army, Organized Reserve Corps and from 
the Navy. The work is under the direction 
of the forestry service. The men report 
for duty in the morning and will be re- 
turned to camp in the afternoon. The 
Army personnel will only have charge in 
camp while the personnel of the forestry 
service has charge of the forestry work. 
The character of the work will be, in gen- 
eral, cutting and removing dead trees, 
construction of lanes, planting trees and 
building roads. The work normally follows 
the care, preservation and development of 
our forests. 


For the purpose of supervision, Pennsyl- 
vania is divided into two districts, East 
and West Pennsylvania. District No. 1 in- 
eludes Eastern Pennsylvania and is further 
divided into two sub-divisions, each sub- 
division being under the direct supervi- 
sion of a Field Officer of the Regular 
Army. A chaplain is assigned to each dis- 
triet. Chaplain Brundick has been assign- 
ed to District No. 1, with headquarters 
in the Gimbel Building in Philadelphia. 


The duties of the Chaplain are to main- 
tain contact with all the camps in his dis- 
triet and exercise supervision of the re- 
ligious and moral welfare of the young 
men. He will, in conjunction with the 
Camp Commander, endeavor to secure the 
co-operation of the local clergy and re- 
ligious organization in order to arrange a 
regular schedule for religious activities. 


The recreational features of the camps 
will inelude motion pictures and super- 
vised athletics. A system of traveling 
libraries will be initiated, as well as the 
circulating of daily newspapers and mag- 
azines. 


These young men will find this new life 
quite different from that to which they 
had been aceustomed. The hoot of the owl 
may prove a poor diversion compared to 
the noises of the city. Time may hang 
heavy. However, the War Department is 
doing its best to overcome the lonesome 
feeling and the longing for home. Hach 
unit will be provided with a new athletic 
outfit. One hundred and seventy dollars 
has been set aside for that purpose, almost 
one dollar per man. There will be schools. 
The ambitious young man will be able to 
learn something about the mysteries of 
the forest. He will be able to distinguish 
between the oak and maple tree, learn 
the various uses of the various woods, ete. 
These young men are not subject to mil- 
itary discipline. There will be no such 
thing as military punishment. The prime 
purpose behind the movement is to build 
up morale, develop pride in their work, 
and produce a happy and contented outfit. 
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THE ANNUAL STATISTICAL SUM- 
MARY OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 

CALENDAR YEAR 1932 


Rev. J. Rauch Stein, D.D., Stated Clerk 


The Total Summary for the Entire 
Reformed Church is as follows: Ministers 
1,335, dee. 11; Licentiates 31, ine. 3; 
Charges 1,072; Congregations 1,705, dec. 8; 
Membership Last Report 346,968, dec. 740; 
Confirmed 11,709, dec. 653; Certificate 
4,084, inc. 3; Renewal of Profession 3,693, 
dec. 431; Dismissed 4,340, dec. 170; Deaths 
5,685, inc. 73; Erasure of Names 10,725, 
dec. 483; Present Membership 345,704, dec. 
1,241; Communed During the Year 278,868, 
ine. 1,377; Unconfirmed Members 130,245, 
dec. 1,639; Infant Baptism 9,556, dee. 988; 
Deaths—Uneconfirmed Members 1,155, dee. 
83; Students for Ministry 238, dee. 15; 
Total Sunday Church-Sehool Enrollment 
347,173, inc. 6,348; Amount of Apportion- 
ment $1,470,620, inc. $20,204; Paid on Ap- 
portionment $664,964, dec. $173,673; Other 
Denominational Bevenvolences $302,769; 
dec. $6,117; Benevolences Outside of De- 
nomination $66,676, dec. $15,535; Total 
Benevolences $1,034,409, dee. $195,325; 
Congregational Purposes, $3,846,486, dec. 
$2,418,990; Parsonages $6,148,685, ine. 
$219,495; Indebtedness on Property $7,614,- 
578, dee. $55,061. 

The comparative study and interpreta- 
tion of this summary will follow in a later 
issue. J.R. S. 


SUMMER CONFERENCES AT HOOD 


The series of summer conferences at 
Hood College began this year with the 
annual session of the Synod of the Poto- 
mac on Monday evening, June 5, meeting 
at Hood for the first time. The close se- 
quence of college commencement in the 
morning and the assembling of the Synod 
in the evening of the same day was due 
chiefly to the desire to use the commence- 
ment speaker, Dr. Robert E. Speer, to 
preach the opening sermon of the Synod. 
A complete report of the meeting of the 
Synod has already appeared in the Church 
papers. By unanimous vote at the close 
of the session, June 11, 1934, at 8 P. M., 
was chosen as a return date. 

The second conference was that of the 
Maryland Union of the Young Peoples’ 
Societies of Christian Endeavor. During 
the three days, June 9, 10, and 11, this 
conference was held. While this meeting 
was a relatively short one, there was a 
spirit of earnest endeavor shown at every 
session and many expressions of-apprecia- 
tion of the hospitality displayed at Hood. 

The Baltimore Synod of the Presbyterian 
Church held its 9th annual session at Hood 
during the days of June 12 to 16. Con- 
current with the Synod was the Woman’s 
Synodical Missionary Society of the same 
Church. Immediately following, from June 
17 to 24, was the Young People’s Confer- 
ence of this Church. 

During the Presbyterian conferences 
there was conducted for the third time 
the Liberty Institute of the librarians of 
the State by the Maryland Public Library 
Commission. While the membership was 
smaller this year, there was an industrious 
spirit manifested toward the work in hand, 
and following an examination at the end 
of ten days, diplomas were awarded to all 
who passed the course successfully. 

The Blue Mountain Conference of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church assembled 
June 26 and continued to Friday July 7. 
This conference is one of the largest and 
is probably the outstanding one of the 
series. 

From July 8 until Saturday, July 15, the 
Baltimore Conference Summer School of 
Religious Education was held by a group 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, at 
Hood for the first time. This is a division 
of a larger conference which has met for 
many years at Dickinson College. 

The entire series was brought to a close 
by our own Reformed Young People’s Mis- 
sionary Conference from Saturday, July 15 
to Friday, July 21. In spite of slightly 
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reduced numbers, there was no lowering of 
the instruction given or of the platform 
addresses delivered during the evenings 
nor of the delightful sunset services. A 
more complete report of this conference 
will quite probably appear elsewhere. 


Thus Hood concludes a series of nine 
different conferences within a period of 
seven weeks, following immediately upon 
her own commencement. Almost unani- 
mous were the expressions of appreciation 
from the several conferences of Hood’s 


hospitality, the food furnished by the dieti- 


tian and her corps of helpers. In almost 
every case return dates have been re- 
quested. Best of all from the standpoint 
of Hood, is the continuation of her prime 
motive to further Christian Education, and 


the extension of the use of her plant for 
this service. 
Joseph H. Apple. 
Hood College, July 20, 1933 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 

The vacation season is here again, and 
each of the employees will be away for 
two weeks. It has been our custom for 
many years to have the employees remain- 
ing on duty do the work of those away on 
vacation. In earlier years when the aver- 
age age of the Home guests was much 
lower than now, many of the members of 
the family were on vacation during the 
summer months visiting friends and rela- 
tives. The smaller number of employees 
remaining on duty could under such cir- 
cumstances easily do the work of those 
absent. 

The circumstances have materially 
changed in recent years. Several years 
ago the average age of the guests was over 
81 years. It is probably in that neighbor- 
hood now. Under such circumstances the 
number of guests who can go to visit 
friends and relatives is not very large 
during the vacation season, keeping the 
employees remaining on duty quite busy 
during this season. 

Not all who are able to visit friends and 
relatives are willing to do so. Frequently 
invitations have come to them to visit for 
one or more weeks, and some who were 
able to go were not willing to go. 

Often the question is put to us: Are the 
guests in the Home allowed to go out vis- 
iting friends and relatives? They are not 
only allowed to do that, but during the 
warm season of the year, when weather 
conditions are most favorable, we wish 
them to go visiting somewhere so that 
there may be a break in the monotony of 
the Home life. A change is desirable not 
only for the employees but for the guests 
as ‘well. The friends of the family who 
will entertain our guests, even if it is for 
only a few days, are rendering them a 
valuable service. 


MISS BISHOP 


The New Novel by 


Bess Streeter Aldrich 


Author “A Lantern in Her Hand” and 
“A White Bird Flying” 


The central character is as strong as 
Abbie Deal and the story is the most 
and inspiring that Bess 
Streeter Aldrich has written. This 
novel will be a beacon leading book 
buyers into the bookstores. 


Price, $2.00 


satisfying 
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The Famtly Altar 


By the Rev. Roland L. Rupp 
HELP FOR THE WEEK OF AUG. 7-13 


Memory Verse: “A woman that feareth 
Jehovah, she shall be praised.” Proverbs 
31-30. 

Memory Hymn: “Must Jesus Bear the 
Cross Alone?” (384). 

Theme: Hannah. 


Monday—Hannah’s Vow 
I Samuel 1:9-18 


The problems of home, family and mar- 
riage are almost as old as the race. They 
have not changed very much in form nor 
in the manner in which their solution 
must be attempted. The principles which 
govern the building of character are 
eternal, and so are the qualities of mother- 
hood. Even in the days when the Judges 
ruled Israel vital faith in God really mat- 
tered. So it does yet. Then already devo- 
tion to eternal verities mattered. They 
matter even more decisively now. What 
an advantage it is that some enduring 
forces run all through time, giving con- 
tinuity and permanence to the life-stream! 

Prayer: Thou Who art from everlasting 
to everlasting, Thee we worship and 
praise. We thank Thee that out of the 
immeasureable wealth of the ages Thou 
are bestowing upon us what has been 
found best and most enduring. Amen. 


Tuesday—Hannah’s Vow Fulfilled 
I Samuel 1:21-28 

One can make a vow with God and keep 
it! It may require more faith, in the first 
place, than most of us have, but it can be 
done; it may require a large measure of 
courage to keep it, but it may be done. 
The vow of Hannah is an arresting ex- 
pression of personal faith. It represented 
a personal contract with God. Our re- 
ligion is frequently tepid and drab be- 
cause the personal element in it is so 
thin. The heroes of faith are those who 
keep religion personal and direct between 
themselves and God. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, God of truth, 


for the courage of those who have boldly ~ 


approached Thee to covenant with Thee 
for the sake of humanity. May we, too, 
learn the way of personal religious liv- 
ing. Amen. 


Wednesday—Hannah’s Song 
I Samuel 2:1-10 

Hannah’s song rings with exultation, 
praise, and thanksgiving. Her faith has 
been vindicated. God has bestowed upon 
her life’s richest possible gift. Faith is 
always vindicated. God is ever waiting 
for the opportunity to reveal its certain 
power. If faith is intelligent and ethical, 
if issues are actually staked upon it, God 
adds the weight of His love and the power 
of His authority to the balances on the 
side of faith. When men once learn that 
religion is spiritual adventure rather than 
spiritual conformity, then religion and the 
Chureh will be born again. 

Prayer: O God, grant unto the Chureh 
of our time wisdom to understand the past 
and the present, wisdom to utilize the 
realities of the Spirit and courage to obey 
its commands. Amen, 


Thursday—A Worthy Woman 
Proverbs 31:25-31 
As one comes upon a portrait by a real 
master only occasionally in a museum of 
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art, so among the large stores of valuable 
materials which the Bible presents only 
now and then is the portrait of the worthy 
woman revealed. But these are women of 
character and force, worthy of special 
study. They are a commanding type. 
Speaking with the utmost humility, I be- 
lieve that they represent a type which 
could serve our civilization with masterly 
effect. We do not have enough of this 
Bible type in our day. 

Prayer: We pray for Thy guidance and 
blessing upon the womanhood of the world, 
gracious God. Thou art the inspiration of 
all goodness, grant that all may be lifted 
to that level where none may be _ bold 
enough to exploit anyone. Amen. 


Friday—Teaching the Children 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

“Teaching the children” is about the 
noblest and most compensating task in 
which any servant of God can engage. 
To teach them well is an art, an achieve- 
ment which has come to few of us. It 
requires more insight into human person- 
ality, more insight into psychology and 
character building than we now have. But 
most of all, it requires more character 
than we have. Nothing is so much needed 
in this task as character. Character is the 
supreme teacher. One may have all the 
latest principles (and fads), if he has 
not character he cannot teach the child 
to live morally or spiritually. 

Prayer: God of the children of the 
world, we regret that Thou must commit 
their care into such unworthy hands as 
ours. May Jesus draw very close to us 
so that from Him we may learn the secret 
of teaching. Amen. 


Saturday—An Ideal Household 
Ephesians 6:1-9 

No doubt, most parents would delight 
in presiding over an ideal household and 
most children would glory in belonging 
to it. The ideal household is hard to find. 
It exists rarely. To establish it is a costly 
business. It can be bought only at an ex- 
ceedingly great price. Both parents and 
children must pay and sacrifice in order 
to achieve it. No, money can not buy it. 
Again, character is the price at which it 
must be bought, or established. I suppose 
love must be the guarantee of the worth 
of the currency which can buy it. Good- 
will, forgiveness, utter unselfishness, sacri- 
fice—these are the materials by which 
such a household is established. 


Prayer: God of love, dimly we see our 
poverty of love and goodwill. We recog- 
nize our unworthiness to possess such 


great gifts. But, O God of love, teach us 
to become worthy. Amen. 


Sunday—The Happy Home 
Psalm 128 

The happy home is the home over which 
God presides—in which He is all in all. 
It is the home to which He gives atmos- 
phere, and comfort, and culture, and 
wealth. It is the home in which He gives 
unity and peace to the family. It is the 
home in which His altar is established, 
at which He is worshipped, upon which 
sacrifices to Him are regularly laid, from 


which He forgives, and imparts, and 
blesses. The happy home is the home 
where the family has already realized 


what His world-family must come to real- 
ize, that brotherhood and goodwill and 
righteousness are the only wealth worth 
possessing. 

Prayer: Eternal and Universal King of 
Peace, bind the nations and races of the 
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world together by Thy spirit as now Thou 
hast succeeded in binding the members of 
some families together. Amen. 


HELPING 


Representative Denver §S. Church, of 
California, said at a luncheon: 

“In California, where we know the Chi- 
nese, we like them. A Fresno school 
teacher said to her class: 

“‘China is such a densely populated 
country, that every time you breathe a 
Chinese dies.’ 

“A few minutes later the teacher no- 
ticed a little boy with compressed lips, 
bulging eyes and red face. She said to 
him: 

“What are you doing?’ 

“Holding my breath,’ he gasped, ‘to 
save a Chinese’.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


GIVE THE CHILDREN A GARDEN 
Theodora Brownfield 


Children, like adults, enjoy seeing 
things grow, whether they be turnips or 
tulips! So when Jack or Joan asks for a 
garden, there’s surely some way to grant 
this natural request. 

If one is a city dweller and lives in an 
apartment with no ground space avail- 
able there’s still quite certain to be some 
diminutive type of garden that can be 
grown. It may be possible to have it out- 
side the window in a window box; it 
may have to be inside the room, at the 
window. In any ease it will be satisfying 
if children are taught that there can be 
“much in little.” In faet, a “teeny 
weeny” garden often has more allure for 
youngsters than a large one. 

For this reason, a dish garden, on the 
Japanese order, may appeal as a delight- 
ful gardening adventure. Or again, Jack 
and Joan may have a “potted-plant gar- 
den” of the fern-stand variety that they 
ean tend daily. 

Whatever type of garden is decided 
upon, it’s always worth while to let the 
children share in each step of prepara- 
tion or even go ahead on their own initia- 
tive and learn for themselves from experi- 
ence. In making a dish garden, for ex- 
ample, let Jack and Joan gather tiny 
pebbles and sand, on excursions, and ar- 
range them in the dish as they faney. 
Again, let them select the seeds or plants 
when purchases are made for the garden 
itself, though you may not agree that the 
effect will be the most artistic. 

In planting a window-box garden, Jack 
is likely to want vegetables and Joan will 
usually prefer flowers. For vegetables, 
radishes are always to be recommended, 
as they grow comparatively quickly and 
produce such gay redness for the delight 
of children. Parsley is another vegetable 


that appeals because of its frilly, eurley - 


leaves, though slow to appear after seed- 
ing. But this is a good combination to be- 
gin with, for from it children learn to be 
patient and persevering when starting 
and keeping a garden, 

For flowers, Joan will enjoy pansies be- 
cause they have such sweet little faces. 
And short stems are no drawback in chil- 
dren’s ideas of an ideal bouquet. Nas- 
turtiums, too, are quickly and easily 
grown, and a few seeds will produce plants 
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that can be trained high above the win- 
dow, or be allowed to trail gracefully 
down from a ledge. Dwarf varieties may 
be better in some cases when plants must 
be kept in small quarters. 

From the sowing of seeds or the setting 
of plants, let the children take full re- 
sponsibility. Show them, perhaps, how 
to do, but let them dig and cultivate, 
weed and water. They will quickly ob- 
serve that plants turn towards the sun, 
if sun-loving, that vines twine in a cer- 
tain direction and that wilting is Na- 
ture’s way of offering protection to plants 
when the sun is very hot. These things 
they will observe and ask the reason why, 
and that is where parents can be of real 
help to little beginners in gardening. They 
can explain and suggest and show, and 
then let the little gardens grow according 
as the youngsters tend them. 

The desire to work among plants in any 
manner is always to be encouraged. It 
fosters a love of the beautiful, an appre- 
ciation of growing things, gentleness and 
kindness, responsibility and faithfulness 
to duty. And besides developing these 
desirable attributes, it occupies spare 
hours satisfactorily, and trains bodies in 
a healthful, wholesome way. So give chil- 
dren a garden though it’s only the size of 
a pocket handkerchief! 


“Year after year I have seen many 
happy children in the kindergarten of our 
training school. Because of the additional 
advantages which I have seen come to 
these children I have long been convinced 
that all children of kindergarten age are 
entitled to similar advantages.”—C. H. 
Fisher, President, Washington State Nor- 
mal School, Bellingham. 

The National Kindergarten Association, 

~8 West Fortieth Street, New York, will 

gladly aid any persons who wish to se- 
cure the advantages of the kindergarten 
for the children of their community. Only 
a properly trained kindergartner should be 
put in charge of the class. 


“And are you really content to spend 
your life walking the country begging?” 
asked the old lady severely. 

“No, lady,’ answered the tramp. 
“Many’s the time I’ve wished I had a 
car.” 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE GIRL WHO VISITED A QUEEN 

Text, I Kings 10:7, “Behold, the half 
was not told me.” . 

One of the interesting stories found in 
the first book of Kings is that of the visit 
of the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon. 
She had heard of the fame of Solomon and 
came to Jerusalem to prove him with hard 
questions. She brought with her a very 
great train, with camels that bore spices, 
and very much gold, and precious stones. 

Solomon answered all her questions in a 
wonderful way. And when the Queen of 
Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solo- 
mon, and the house that he had built, and 
the food of his table, and the sitting of 
his servants, and the attendance of his min- 
isters, and their apparel, and his cup- 
bearers, and his ascent by which he went 
up to the house of Jehovah; there was no 
more spirit in her. 

And she said to the king, “It, was a 
true report that I heard in mine own land 
of thine acts and of thy wisdom. How- 
beit I believed not the words, until I came, 
and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, 
the half was not told me; thy wisdom and 
prosperity exceed the fame which I heard. 
Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, that stand continually before 
thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed 
be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee 
to set thee on the throne of Israel: be- 
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cause Jehovah loved Israel for ever, there- 
fore made he thee king, to do justice and 
righteousness.” 

This story shows how the Queen of 
Sheba was impressed by the wisdom of 
Solomon and the splendor of his kingdom. 
But I want to tell you, in contrast, the 
story of a little girl who visited a Queen. 
The story was related long ago by Richard 
Newton, who has written many stories and 
sermons for children. 

When Frederick the Great was King of 
Prussia, he had a palace at Schonhausen. 
One day Queen Elizabeth, the wife of 
Frederick, was walking in the garden con- 
nected with this palace. 

Her gardener had a little niece named 
Gretchen with him in the garden. She 
lived in Berlin, but was on a visit to her 
uncle. Her father was a gardener too. 
He was a poor man, but he was a Chris- 
tian, and he had taught his little daughter 
to know and love Jesus. 

The Queen talked with little Gretchen, 
and was so much pleased with her sim- 
plicity and bright, intelligent answers to 
the questions she asked, that she told her 
uncle to let her come to the palace the 
next day and make a visit. So Gretchen 
dressed herself very neatly and went to 
the palace at the time appointed. 

One of the court ladies, who knew about 
the visit arranged for, saw Gretchen com- 
ing and told the Queen, who was then at 
dinner. The good Queen was much pleased 
to hear that her little visitor had come. 
She ordered her to be brought in at once. 
Gretchen ran up to her kind friend, cour- 
tesied to her very respectfully, and kissed 
her dress. 

At the request of the Queen, Gretchen 
was placed on a chair by her side, where 
she could see at once all the splendid sight 
which that table presented. There was a 
large company dining with the Queen. 
Lords and princes, and officers of the army, 
and ladies were there, sparkling with gold 
and jewels. It was the first time this in- 
nocent child had ever seen such a sight, 
and the Queen felt curious to know what 
effect it would have upon her. 

Gretchen looked quietly at the costly 
dresses of the company, and at the beau- 
tiful dishes of china and gold that covered 
the table, and was silent for awhile. She 
might have uttered some exclamation of 
wonder and delight, or she might have said 
like the Queen of Sheba did, “Behold, the 
half was not told me,” but she did neither. 

What do you think she did? While all 
the persons at the table were looking at 
her, she clasped her little hands and closed 
her eyes, and repeated in a simple touch- 
ing way this verse of a hymn her father 
had taught her: 


“Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are—my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head.” 


The ladies of the court were greatly sur- 
prised and deeply moved. One of them 
said to the Queen, with tears in her eyes, 
“Happy child! We thought she would 
envy us, but we have much more reason 
to envy her.” 


Scotehman: “What do you charge for 
extracting a tooth?” 

Dentist: “Five Dollars.” 

Scotchman: “What do you charge for 
loosening it?” 


A boy’s definition of the Matterhorn was 
as follows: “The Matterhorn is a large 
horn to be blown when something ?‘s the 
matter.” 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 


Many people who thought it im- 
possible to tithe for the Church have 
taken a ten or twenty per cent cut 
in wages—and still manage to get 
along and support a car, at that. 

—Now and Then. 


Che TWbittier 
P. Y. F. A., 140 N. 15th Street, Phila., Pa. 
Central Location—Close to Shopping District 


Permanent and Transient Guests 
are cordially welcomed 


AUDITORIUM BANQUET ROOMS 


Excellent Food and Service. 


MARY E. LEEDS, Manager 


PERSONAL 


STATIONERY 


*NOTE:—Quality at this low price forbids the 
appearance of this advertisement again soon. 


@ 200 SHEETS and $ 
@ 100 ENVELOPES 


BOTH PRINTED in rich deep blue or black 
ink with name and address or monogram. A-1 heavy 
white paper 6x7 inches, folds to 6x3'/2. Suitable for 
men or women. $1.00, prepaid, plus a few cents part 
postage outside Pa. and N. Y. We will tell you how 
much. Write *NOW for FREE samples, information 
and other dollar offers. SEE NOTE ABOVE! 


R. V. Funk, Dept. D ., Towanda, Pa. 


HEIMGANG 
(Home-Going) 


Heimgang! So the German people 
Whisper when they hear the bell 
Tolling from some gray old steeple, 
Death’s familiar tale to tell; 
When they hear the organ surges 
Swelling out from chapel dome, 
And the singers chanting dirges: 
Heimgang! We are going home. 


Heimgang! Quaint and tender saying 
In the grand old German tongue 
That has shaped a Zwingli’s praying 
And the hymns by Luther sung; 
Blessed be our loving Maker 

That where’er our feet may roam, 
Still we journey toward God’s acre: 
Heimgang! Always going home. 


Heimgang! We are all so weary, 
And the willows as they wave, 
Softly sighing, sweetly dreary, 

Woo us to the gentle grave; 

When the golden pitcher’s broken, 
With its dregs and with its foam, 
And the farewell words are spoken: 
Heimgang! We shall be at home. 


—Adapted by F. F. B. 
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Puzale 


ANSWERS TO—WORD SANDWICHES. 
No. 13 

1. F—ear—S 5. L-—eve—L 

2. M—our—N 6. D—art—S 

38. N—ort—H 7. S—win—G 

4. P—rid—E 8. A—bus—E 
MAKE 10 WORDS OUT OF 20. No. 18 

(Towns and Cities) 

1. Green 11. ton 

2. Glen 12. ville 

3. Fleet 3. field 

4. Brad 14, castle 

5b. Can 15. side 

6. Beau 16. chester 

7. Prinee 17. wood 

8. Nash 18. ton 

9. Spring 19. dock 

10. Man 20. fort 

A. M. S. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 
Many of my Birthday Club boys ands 
girls live in the country, in villages, and 
in small towns, and how glad I am for 
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you, especially these hot days, for there’s 


a breeze or two that isn’t lost in a row 
of houses, and of course, a really-truly 
creek. Nor do you have as many noises 


as there are in cities, and that’s a peace- 
ful help. Then, too, you do not need to go 
to a Zoo to see a cow, and you ean tell a 
goose from a duck. And perhaps you’re 
helping to raise the wobbliest calf in your 
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8S. A. Shutters, who has sent us many 
new members, wrote once in a letter to 
me from Timberville, Va. “Our town,” she 
said, “is small and even the postmaster 
knows the babies.” So here’s “Fresh air 
and sunshine and plenty of food” greet- 
ings to all my boys and girls whose post- 
master knows your baby brothers and sis- 
ters, 
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just about as small as) “The Wren,” 
where birds sing in the pines, and squir- 
rels come right up on the poreh and ask 


for food! Sh! It’s on a Japanese-y-sort 
of street, called Muhlenberg, at Mt. 
Gretna. 


Q. “What odd number becomes even 


whole county! But one of the finest P. S.—While you read this, I’ll be in’ when its first letter is removed?” 
words I ever heard about a village, Mrs. the quietest place—in a cottage called (and A. “Seven.” 

= = =—— : one of them in the spirit of brotherly 
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More than 500,000 persons obtained em- 


ployment in June in factories and non- 

manufacturing industries, Secretary of 

Labor, Miss Perkins, has estimated. 
Damages estimated at $5,000,000 was 


caused in Eastern Venezuela by a_ hurri- 
cane July 18 following two days of tor- 
rential rains. 

Leon Trotsky and family have received 
permission from the French Government, 
with the consent of the Soviet Union, to 
take up permanent residence in France. 
The former Soviet leader had been resid- 
ing in Turkey. 

General Italo Balbo and his Italian fleet 
of 24 trans-atlantie seaplanes and 96 men 
were acclaimed by thousands as they flew 
over New York City from Chicago July 
19.. The General and ten of his senior 
officers were luncheon guests of President 
and Mrs. Roosevelt at the White House 
July 20. They left for Italy July 25 by 
way of Newfoundland. 

Gilbert N. Haugen, member of Con- 
gress for 34 years from Iowa, died July 
18 at his home in Northwood, Iowa. 

Mrs. Helen Wills Moody has returned 
to the United States having won for the 
sixth time the Wimbledon title in tennis. 

Edward S. Johnson, former United 
States Senator from South Dakota, died 
July 20, at Platte, 8. D. 

The Turkish Government is sending to 
the United States twenty students from 
that country to be enrolled in American 
colleges. 

A war-time organization has been ealled 
by the President—500 lieutenants who 
are to bear the brunt of the nation-wide 
drive for acceptance by employers of the 
voluntary minimum wage and maximum 
hour agreement that will, the President 
hopes, return 6,000,000 men to work soon 
after Labor Day. 

Wiley Post landed safely in his fleet 
monoplane, the Winnie Mae, on Floyd 
Bennett Field, Brooklyn, July 23, having 
circled the world in 7 days and 19 hours. 

A century and a half after the birth 
of Simon Bolivar July 24 South America 
pays honor to his memory. He was the 
liberator of the people and the founder 
of a nation. 

Captain James A. Mollison and his wife, 
the former Amy Johnson, crashed at 
Bridgeport, Conn., on their non-stop flight 
from Pendine, Wales. Their goal was 
Bennett Field, Brooklyn. They had flown 
this distance 3,190 miles in 30 hours. The 
plane was wrecked and the fliers’ were 
slightly injured. 

Admiral Ludwig von Schroeder, “Lion of 
Flanders”, died at his home in Berlin July 
23 at the age of 79. 


President Roosevelt opened his national 
re-employment drive July 24 by means of 
radio. He made an appeal to his coun- 
trymen to subscribe to the emergency in- 
dustrial code and thereby put millions back 
to work by Autumn. 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh intends 
to stay six weeks in Greenland on the 
aerial mapping tour he is making with 
Mrs. Lindbergh in the north country. 


Former Governor Henry C. Stuart of 
Virginia died at his home in Lebanon, 
Va., July 24. He was 78. 


The annual conference of Governors was 
held at Sacramento, Cal., July 24. They 
pledged aid to recovery of President 
Roosevelt’s plan. 


OUR CLASSICAL FALL MEETING 


In its recent statement to the several 
Synods of the Church, the Executive Com- 
mittee of the General Synod recommended 
—“That every Classis plan to take suffi- 
cient time for meeting this fall; if at all 
possible remaining in session for two full 
days. The revised Constitution of the 
Reformed Church in Art. 84 specifies that 
“At the fall meeting the Classis shall give 
special attention to the work of the de- 
nomination.” 

Impliedly matters pertaining simply to 
the work of the Classis and its local con- 
gregations should not be in order at the 
fall meetings; excepting such only as can- 
not, in the judgment of the Classis, be 
deferred until the regular Annual Meet- 
ing in the spring. The Order of Business 
for the fall meeting therefore specially 
lists the causes represented by the Boards 
of the Church. It provides that time be 
given for a deliberate hearing of each 


It is moreover exceedingly important 
this fall that our Classes foeus their at- 
tention upon the crisis confronting our 
Church in its Home and Foreign Mission 
fields. Would it not be reasonable then, 
to make advance provision to give each 
Board ample time (not less than an hour) 
for the presentation of its work and its 
pressing problems? Should there not be 
time also for deliberative conference and 
finally for the concerted, constructive ae- 
tion which the Classis may find itself eon- 
strained to take? Should not a reasonable 
portion of time also be reserved for prayer 
and for quiet pause in moments of grave 
perplexity? The light of the Holy Spirit 
may then irradiate and hallow our Clas- 
sical deliberations! 

Here the wise experience of our Ger- 
man forbears may be helpfully suggestive. 
We continue to treasure it, couched in such 
familiar classic expressions as these: 


“Bile mit Weile;” 
Wie das Gestirn:— 
Ohne Hast; aber ohne Rast; 
Ein jeder bewege sich um das eigene 
Last; 4 
Ende gut;—alles gut! 


How they give poise and calm to the 
hurrying rush of these modern days! 


Upon thoughtful reflection does not the 
recommendation that our fall Classical 
Meetings “continue in session for two full 
days” impress us favorably? Is that too 
much time for “Good and faithful ser- 
vants” to give co-operatively for the 
prayerful and efficient transaction of the 
business of our Lord? —J. B. 8, 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
August 13, 1933 
Hannah 
I Samuel 1:9-11, 24-28; 2:1-2 

Golden Text: Favor is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth 
the Lord, she shall be praised. Proverbs 
31:30. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Mother. 2. 
Child. 

Our next lesson deals with Samuel, who 
must be ranked with Moses as one of the 
great figures in the early history of Israel. 
But the history of a great man begins 
long before his birth. Quite properly, 
therefore, we first renew our acquaintance 
with Hannah, the godly mother of Sam- 
uel, and with the domestic background of 
his life. 

I. The Mother. The child is father to 
the man, and the home is the nursery of 
both. There the seed is planted that ma- 
tures into the man. There, also, the soil 
is provided for the nurture of his soul. 
Our knowledge of the remote colonial era 
of Israel’s history consists of very meagre 
traditions. But among them are certain 


The 


facts and scenes that enable us to see the 
man Samuel in the making, as it were. 

Back of every great leader stands a good 
mother. Hannah, the mother of Samuel, 
unquestionably was a woman of that su- 
perior type. Her goodness and piety, to 
be sure, must not be measured by our 
Christian standards and ideals. In her 
time, many crude and cruel superstitions 
still disfigured the religious faith of man- 
kind. Nevertheless, the spirit of Hannah 
was deeply and truly religious. That ap- 
pears clearly in her fervent prayer to Je- 
hovah for the gift of a “man child” (1:9- 
11), in the faithful fulfillment of her vow 
when she consecrated her son to the sery- 
ice of God (1:24-28), and in her jubilant 
song of thanksgiving (2:1-2). 

Hannah was a childless wife in a poly- 
gamous household. She suffered much from 
the bitter taunts of the more fortunate 
Penninah, her rival for the affection of 
Elkanah, the husband of both. But Je- 
hovah heard her prayer, and fulfilled her 
yearning for a son. In deep gratitude, she 
dedicated her son Samuel to the Most 
High. Elkanah does not loom large in 
the narrative. But he was a man of warm 
and tender domestic affection, and he shar- 
ed and supported the simple faith of his 
childless wife (1:8). Thus, in an age of 
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widespread corruption and religious decad- 
ence, the early home of Samuel was a 
bright spot. A mere tent, doubtless, lack- 
ing all the comforts and conveniences of 
our modern homes, not to mention their 
luxuries. But this crude tent was made 
beautiful by a sturdy faith in God, and 
by sincere conjugal love. Without them, 
even a palace is merely a house, but never 
a home. 

We are not surprised, therefore, to find 
the child Samuel in the temple. Out of 
such homes, children proceed naturally, al- 
most inevitably, into the house of God. 
They have a goodly heritage, and they are 
taught and trained by words and deeds. 
And these three, native capacities and a 
good example and early training, foim a 
triple cord that draws them toward the 
sanctuary and the service of God. Where 
even one of these three is lacking in the 
home, that bond is perceptibly weakened. 
And when parents set a negative example 
and neglect the early training, their chil- 
dren are in grave danger of drifting into 
an irreligious life. Relatively few men 
find God late in life, after the plastic years 
of childhood and youth. They must reach 
the goal by some circuitous and uncertain 
route. They are the victims of homes and 
schools that are criminally derelict in their 
most sacred duty. What greater privilege 
can parents claim, what nobler function 
can the home perform, than to enable and 
assist little children to gain firm posses- 
sion of their spiritual birthright? 

The temple in which we find the child 
Samuel stood at Shiloh. Here the sacred 
ark was enshrined. Here young Samuel 
assisted the aged Eli (3:2). Thus, in his 
early life he was manifesting the simple 
and sincere piety that later fitted him for 
the prophetic office. 

Children belong in the Church. Not as 
teachers and preachers, but as worshipers. 
They must be taught and trained to have 
a personal share in the worship and work 
of the Church. That is our major task, 
and it requires the reverent and intelli- 
gent co-operation of the home. Hitherto 
the reclamation of adults has been the 
chief aim of many Churches. But we are 
beginning to see a better way of promoting 
the Kingdom of God. By the conservation 
of our children, through wiser methods of 
religious education, we shall lay its foun- 
dations deep and strong in the heart of our 
youth. 

Il. The Child. Mothers may dedicate 
their children to God, and Christian insti- 
tutions may teach and train them for wor- 
ship and work, but without God their labor 
is in vain. They can merely show the chil- 
dren the way to God. To walk in it, they 
must, somehow, hear the call of God Him- 
self ringing through their soul. 

So it was with Samuel. He heard the 
voice of God calling him in the temple 
(3:1-10). The peculiar manner of his call 
belongs to his age. Men then attached a 
divine significance to dreams and visions, 
anticipating certain psychological trends 
of today. More than once the Old Testa- 
ment pictures the calls and communica- 
tions that came to men from God in 
dreams. Thus they were aroused and in- 
spired to heroic services. 

We have moved out of this dreamland 
of revelation into the clear daylight of the 
gospel. The Spirit of God speaks to us 
through the revelation made by our Lord. 
But men may still share the experience of 
Samuel in the temple. Only the form of 
the call has changed. The eternal fact 
abides. Men hear the call of God, and 
they respond to it. Thus Samuel became 
a great leader in a critical time. There 
is no other way to leadership. 


We live in an age that is infinitely more 
distracted and perilous than Samuel’s. Thi 
problems of Canaan, in the eleventh cen- 
tury B. ©., were comparatively simple. 
Ours are overwhelmingly intricate and 
complex, in every sphere of life. Mankind 
stands at the crossroads, confused and be- 
wildered. 


In such a critical time there is an im- 
perious need of leadership. Whence, then, 


shall we get our leaders, and what manner 
of men must they be? 

It is not enough that men should call 
them. It is not enough that they should 
come into places of power and authority 
with the finest intellectual equipment, and 
with the best political preparation. More 
than all that is required to fit a man for 
sound leadership in our troubled times. 
God must call him. He must come with 
a vision of the Eternal burning in his 
heart, with the divine purpose stamped 
upon his conscience, with the grace and 
power of God manifest in his life. Only 
such men can lead us forward into the 
Canaan of our dreams and hopes. 

And there is no new formula for the 
fashioning of such leaders. It still runs 
and reads as in Samuel’s time. Many fae- 
tors will enter into their making. Books 
and life will teach and train them. Prayer 
and meditation will help to fashion and 
form them. But, whatever the manner of 
their making, they will come out of Chris- 
tian homes. Hannah and Elkanah will be 
God’s chosen instruments for their prepar- 
ation. Christian homes and schools and 
Churches are the soil where we must pro- 
duce and prepare our leaders. There they 
will hear the divine call. In the fellow- 
ship of those who know and love Christ, 
they will receive their girding and anoint- 
ing. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


August 13: What the Poets Say About 
God. Psalm 70:1-5 


The poets have always been our best 
interpreters. They are the men of vision 
and of insight. They dream dreams and 
sing songs. There are three great themes 
about which they usually sing. These are 
God, Nature and Man. Nearly every race 
has its poets and almost invariably their 
earliest poets sang about God. One needs 
only turn to the poetry of ancient Greece 
or to that of the Hebrews to observe this 
fact. Later in the history of the human 
race, especially at the time of the Renais- 
sance, nature came to be the theme of 
the poets. They went out of doors and 
described the beauty and wonder of the 
world round about them. Still later man 
became the theme of their writings. They 
told about his experiences, his longings 
and aspirations, his relationships in life. 
Modern poetry is largely devoted to this 
theme. Therefore, if we want to read 
what poets have to say about God we must 
go back into those times when religion 
was the main issue in life and when God 
was perhaps more fully recognized than 
He is in our day. 

One naturally turns to the Psalms for 
some of the lofty expressions in which 
the Hebrew poets set forth God. There 
is something majestic and sublime about 
those old poems, which we call the Psalter, 
and what makes them so wonderful is the 
way in which they portray God. Other 
writers of the Bible likewise wrote poems 
about God. It would be interesting to 
locate some of these and read them at 
the meeting. 

Next to the Bible, or the Book of 
Psalms, comes the hymn book. The great 
hymns are the poems of the Church. Many 
of these hymns have come down to us 
through the centuries, and still more of 
them had their origin in the eighteenth 
century. Some great hymns or religious 
poems were written in the 19th century. 
You should take your Hymnal and set out 
some of these great poems about God. 

There were poets who wrote about God 
whose lines were not set to music and 
found no place in the Hymn Book. One 
of the great religious poets to write about 
God was Robert Browning, who wrote: 

“God in His heaven 
All’s right with the world.” 
and his wife, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, 
wrote: — 
“Earth’s crammed with heaven 
And every common bush afire with God.” 


THE FIFTH BOOK by 
E. STANLEY JONES 


Will Be 


Christ and 


Human Suffering 


The author paints in vivid colors the 
sorrows of mankind. 


Published August 1, 1933 


He narrates the various ways of 
meeting them. Then vitally, and with 
original spiritual power, he presents 
the Christian attitude of accepting suf- 
fering for the understanding of God 
and the enrichment of life. 


A Book With a Universal Message 
Price, net, $1.00, postpaid 


“Nationalism cannot be swept aside 
with a gesture of contempt: ‘Pro 
Patria’ is genuinely a religion for the 
effective majority in many countries 
today «. « . ” 

says the “Christian World’, London, 
in reviewing Edward Shillito’s timely 
volume, recently published, 


NATIONALISM 
Man’s Other Religion 


The review continues: ‘Mr. Shillito 
is amply justified in urging Christian 
people to set their minds seriously to 
work upon the problems of nation: ism. 
His book offers practical guidance to 
Christian thought on this difficult 
subject. ($1.50) 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 RACE ST. PHILA., PA 


James Wallace Cowden writes a poem en- 
titled “God”, which runs thus: 


“There is an Eye that never sleeps 
Beneath the wing of night; 

There is an Ear that never shuts 
When sink the beams of light. 


There is an Arm that never tires 
When human strength gives way; 
There is a Love that never fails 
When earthly loves decay. 

That Eye unseen o’e:watcheth all; 
That Arm upholds the sky; 

That Ear doth hear the sparrow’s ¢all; 
That love is ever nigh.” 


John Milton wrote poetry in majestic style 
about God; so did Tennyson and Keats 
and Shelley and Wordsworth. 

More modern poets like Alfred Noyes, 
John Masefield, Rupert Brooke also find 
their loftiest themes in God. One of the 
best books on this subject is “The World’s 
Great Religious Poetry”, by Caroline Miles 
Hill, in which some of the leading poems 
are gathered together for us. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry HE. Gebhard, Supt. 


Four children arrived from Danville, 
one from Shenkle’s Church, near Potts- 
town, and one from First Church, Phila- 
delphia. 

A number of our children were taken 
to the Reading Hospital for special at- 
tention and all had their many defects 
corrected. 

Bethany is centering all her thoughts 
on the 70th Anniversary, on Aug. 31st. 
Burdan’s will again furnish the ice cream, 
Luden’s will furnish the candies, the Ring- 
gold Band of Reading will furnish the 
musi¢, and various congregations will serve 
meals. The Annual Report is being printed 
and the rehearsals for our program, which 
will be held at 1.30 P. M., Daylight Sav- 
ing Time, are progressing nicely. 

The new playground apparatus has all 
been installed and many of our children 
have been taught to swim. The Anniver- 
sary rush is upon us and while many 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 


the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


ELEN RY SE ae ED sage 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, he American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and_ intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


CHURCH 


people are away on vacations the Bethany 
family finds the most active month before 
it. 


SUMMER CONFERENCE AT CATAWBA 
COLLEGE 


The Annual Summer Conference was held 
at Catawba College July 9-12, during which 
time a very interesting, timely and help- 
ful program was carried out, the theme be- 
ing “Christ and the Modern World.” The 
Conference was very fortunate in securing 
the services of such capable men as Dr. 
O. S. Frantz, Laneaster, Pa., and Prof. 
Arthur Smith, teacher in the North Japan 
College. 

Registration began on Sunday at 4 P. M., 
while the first meeting was held on Sunday 
night with an address cf weleome by Dr. 
How ard Omwake, president of Catawba 
College, and the opening address by Dr. 
O. 8. Frantz. 

The mornings were given over to regu- 
lar class-room discussions and lectures, the 
afternoons for recreation and special meet- 
ings, and in the evenings Vespers and open- 
air addresses. Rev. Harry D. Althouse 
brought very helpful messages at Vespers 
on the theme, “The Choices of Life.” Fol- 
lowing the Vespers were addresses by min- 
isters from various sections of the State. 

President and Mrs. Howard R. Omwake 
very graciously gave a reception in their 
home in honor of the Conference. The 
Conference appreciated the kindness of the 
College in general and Dr. and Mrs. Om- 
wake in particular for their profound in- 
terest in the Conference. Likewise the 
Conference expressed gratification to Rev. 
W. R. Shaffer for his very efficient sery- 
ices as president during the past two 
years. The newly elected officers for the 
1934 year are as follows: President, Rev. 
A. O. Leonard; vice-president, Rev. R. C. 
A eh secretary and treasurer, Rey. 

. E. Hiatt. 

‘In spite of the depression, the attendance 
at the Conference was equal to that of the 
previous year and very successful. 


R. C. Whisenhunt, Secty. 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL COLLEGE 


The Hungarian Cross of Merit has been 
conferred upon President Henry H. Apple, 
of Franklin and Marshall College, accord- 
ing to a communication from Mr. Louis 
Alexy, consul of the Royal Hungarian Con- 
sulate at Cleveland, Ohio, who has inform- 
ed President Apple ‘that “His Serene High- 
ness, the Regent of Hungary, has been 
pleased to confer upon you the Hungarian 
Cross of Merit for your distinguished serv- 
ices as the head of the Franklin and Mar- 
shall College.” 

The insignia of this order will be formal- 
ly presented to Dr. Apple at a suitable oc- 
casion this fall, after the opening of Col- 
lege, probably by the recently appointed 
Hungarian Minister to the United States, 
Mr, John Pelenyi, who, as charge d@’ affairs 
of the Hungarian embassy, visited the 
College in the fall of 1929, when Bishop 
Radislaus Ravasz, pastor of the Calvin 
Square Church, Budapest, received the hon- 
orary degree of doctor of laws. 

This Cross of Merit is bestowed only 
upon the highest dignitaries for excep- 
tional services and is conferred upon Presi- 
dent Apple because of his deep interest 
and sympathetic aid in the education of 
students of Hungarian birth at Franklin 
and Marshall. More than 100 of such stu- 
dents have been enrolled at this College 
during the past ten years from Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, West Virginia 
and Hungary. These young men have 
made unusually good records and have 
been successful in the various professions. 
Some of them have been talented musi- 
cians, others have distinguished them- 
selves as orators, debaters and athletes. 
They have been elected presidents of their 
classes and have won a number of prizes 
for scholarship and leadership. 

Franklin and Marshall is the only educa- 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


Summer Sessions: 
June 12 to July 21; July 24 to September 1 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 


an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four of 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
four years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


TENNENT COLLEGE 


OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
PROVIDES a standard, four-year college course 
in religious education, leading to degree of 
B.R.E. 


TRAINS for Christian leadership as Pastors’ 
Assistants, Deaconesses, Church Secretaries, 
Missionaries. 

CHARGES its students only $400 a year, two- 
fifths the cost of their training for tuition, 
room rent, board, use of in“r~ary, library, 
gymnasium, and swimming pool. 

OFFERS special financing arrangements during 
prevailirig economic conditions. Fall session 
opens September 14, 1933. Write for catalog 
and application blank. 

President Clinton H. Gillingham, D.D. 
Room 4, 1122 Spruce Street, Phila., Pa. 


Aucust 3, 1933 


tional institution in the United States 
which has a department for the study of 
the Hungarian language, literature and 
history. Dr. Alexander Toth, the head of 
this department, has been indefatigable in 
the development of it. His son, Alexander, 
is at present a graduate student in the 
University of Budapest, with which Frank- 
lin and Marshall has a student exchange 
arrangement. Dr. Toth received the degree 
of doctor of divinity from F. and M. a few 
years ago. 
Robert J. Pilgram. 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
Syl | yo 


Mrs. A. C. Brown, Editor 
506 N. Market St., Selinsgrove, Pa. 


There appears here the last part of the 
very interesting and informing report of 
the W. M. S. G. S. Cabinet meeting in Day- 
ton, O., as reported by Mrs. L. V. Hetrick, 
of Easton, Pa. 

We were all very much interested in the 
report of the Budget Committee. We knew 
it had worked hard: none of the members 
of our national congress worked harder 
than the members of the budget commit- 
tee. The members were handicapped be- 
cause our efficient treasurer, Mrs. Herb- 
street, was seriously ill and hence absent. 
Mrs. Annetta Winter fitted into her place 
very well, and with the valuable assistance 
of Mrs. Anewalt the committee succeeded 
in forming the budget. It is necessarily a 
smaller budget than last year, and many 
very worthy requests had to be refused. 
Wednesday evening we were again pleas- 
antly and profitably entertained. This 
time to a reception as guests of West 
Ohio Classical Missionary Society. The 
delightful occasion of fellowship was thor- 
oughly enjoyed. The affair was well plan- 
ned and our hostesses were most gracious. 
Thursday morning Mrs. Russel Krammes 
led the devotions, using “Serving To- 
gether” as her theme. Afterward those 
who were not members of the Executive 
Board or the Educational Commission were 
at liberty to please themselves. Five of us 
went to Pleasant Valley, where we saw the 
fine work prosecuted there. It was a rev- 
elation and a treat to us and we were 100 
per cent convinced of the importance of 
this work. When we reconvened we gath- 
ered up the rest of the items on the Agenda 
and looked forward to adjournment. At 
5 P. M. allethe tasks were completed and 
then Mrs. J. Rettig, who had so ably open- 
ed the sessions with a worship period, 
brought them to a close with an impressive 
consecration meeting. 


THE BELFAST COUNCIL 
(Continued from Page 2) 


sands are suffering in Russia, literally per- 


seeuted for their faith, living and dying 
in exile for their faith. The miracle, said 
Dr. Keller, is that Russia allows such 
letters to come through the mails. The 
Reformed Churches are drawing closer to- 
gether in confronting this great need of 
their brethren. Dr. Keller had much to 
say about the situation of the approxi- 
mately 10,000 Reformed people in Ger- 
many, who stand about ready to lose their 
precious Reformed inheritance through the 
“total state” of the Hitler party which 
wants to control the Church for political 
unity on the basis of the Lutheran refor- 
mation, and not the Calvinistic; for Luther 
is German, Calvin French. What is more, 
the Old Testament is put into disrepute 
and the “German Christians” are hoping 
to create a Christian German Church on 
the basis of Aryan blood. Dr. Keller’s 
anxiety was felt by all, and it too was 
one of the persistent thoughts of the 
Council. 
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BEAVER COLLEGE FOR WOMEN ~ 80th Year 


A national Christian College for Women upholding high scholarship, womanly character and 


Christian principles. 


Students from 25 states and 6 foreign countries. 


20 minutes to all cultural 


advantages of Philadelphia: Libraries, Museums, Art Galleries, Operas, Churches & Educational 


Centers. 


Ec. Health Ed. 


Kindergarten-Primary, 


descriptive booklet on request. 


Bachelor Degrees: Liberal Arts, Science, Fine Arts and Music. 
Commercial-Secretaryship, 
teachers’ certificates granted on completion of 4, 3, & 2 years. 
Address: 


Teacher Training. Home 
Public School Music. State 
Moderate rates. Catalogue & 


WALTER BURTON GREENWAY, D.D., LL.D., President 


Box E, Jenkintown (suburb of Phila.), Penna. 


Another of Dr. Keller’s addresses was 
on “Present-day Menaces to European Pro- 
testantism” wherein he dwelt at length 
upon the new interest on the continent in 
the power of pure white blood, instead of 
the Spirit. He also described the Rus- 
sian Situation as an enemy to Protestant- 
ism as well as the tremendous unified 
power of the Papacy grasping every ad- 
vantage, the physical hunger of the masses 
as a fertile field for materialistic Com- 
munism, and suggested that ecumenical 
councils do not allow their gatherings to 
end in handshakings, but in serious sacri- 
ficial following of the lowly cross-bearing 
Christ. Dr. Keller’s word and person are 
today the living symbol of ecumenical 
Christianity among Protestants, and we 
should pray that he may be long spared 
for his high task. And may he have a 
wide reception as he comes to America 
again next year! 

Many reports were considered and dis- 
eussed, such as home and foreign mis- 
sions, Jewish missions, Christian educa- 
tion, literature, the Churches in South 
America, ete. 


One of the great utterances on foreign 
missions was delivered by Dr. Dugold 
Christie, C. M. G., for years a missionary 
in Manchuria, in which he quite thor- 
oughly pointed out the omissions and er- 
rors in the layman’s report. The Council 
generally shared his view that the report 
lacked theological depth, that it was su- 
perficial in its observations, but that it 
had its contribution to give, especially in 
the field of mission administration. 


When Dr. Arnold Frank, of Hamburg, 
the Irish Presbyterian missionary to Ger- 
man Jews spoke, we were amazed to find 
that he gave no reference to the German 
Jewish situation, except to say that his 
work has not been molested. However, the 
status of Jews becoming Christians is not 
at all clear. No sooner had the report 
been given than someone resolved to send 
an open protest to Germany because of its 
Jewish situation. The resolution was re- 
ferred to the business committee which 
considered it one entire afternoon, and 
after hearing both sides of the case by re- 
sponsible persons decided to let the issue 
drop, and rather give a word of encourage- 
ment and sympathy to the German Re- 
formed Churches in case they stood in 
danger of being forcibly exiled for their 
faith. The whole situation was too deli- 
cate to treat simply. Had some decision 
been made and a pronouncement issued the 
German delegates at Belfast would have 
withdrawn, and they might have had a 
difficult time when they returned home, 
and their attempt to secure special rights 
for the Reformed Churches in Germany 
might have then gone awry. For a time 
a delegation of three strong men was con- 
sidered, to be sent directly to Hitler 
should necessity permit, to officially pro- 
test against wiping out the Reformed 
Churches by a forcible coalition with the 
Lutherans. The whole matter was left to 
a special commission of 15 men who may, 
in lieu of further events, intervene. But 
the Jewish situation was quietly dropped, 
though mission work goes on. The securing 
of freedom for German Reformed Churches 
was considered a larger issue. Besides, the 
German delegates felt that the Jewish 
question was one of purely German na- 
tional interest and was not open for inter- 
national protest any more than the Amer- 
ican Negro problem is. 


Another remarkable address was pre- 
sented by Professor W. A. Curtis of Edin- 
burgh, on “The Present Need for Protes- 


tant Solidarity.” Among others presenting 
papers were Principal D. S. Cavins on “Hu- 
manism and Morality”; Prof. Dr. T. H. 
Mackenzie (whose paper was read by Dr. 
T. Wells) on “Christianity and Human- 
ism”; Prof. W. A. Brown, “The Kingdom 
of God and the Political Order”; Major 
EK. T. Donaldson, “The Kingdom of God 
and the Economie Order”; Dr. Chas. Merle 
qd’ Aubigne’, “Responsibility of the Pres- 
ent-day Church in Eeumenical Move- 
ments”; Prof. W. P. Paterson, “Christian 
Ideals and the Life of Nations.” Dr. Coste 
Budde of Holland (who was not present), 
had a paper on the Oxford Movement but 
it was not given a place on the program 
because of its controversial nature!! Need- 
less- to say, many very eminent men were 
on the program, including M. le Directeur 
Allegret of the Paris Missionary Society; 
the Rev. R. H. Boyd, Belfast; Rev. T. A. 
C. Mackellar, Glasgow; Dr. Chas. Herron, 
Omaha; Dr. Robert Forgan, Edinburgh; 
Rev. Dr, Lang, Halle; Rev. Dr. Langenohl, 
Duesseldorf; Prof. J. Y. Simpson, Edin- 
burgh; Dr. W. T. Couper, Glasgow; Dr. 
John MecNaugher, Pittsburgh; Prof. Sebes- 
tyen, Hungary; Rev. H. C. Waddell, Bel- 
fast; Prof. N. C. Harner, Lancaster; Rev. 
T. H. Cockburn, Edinburgh; Dr. W. M. 
Rochester, Toronto; Rev. W. T. Elmslie, 
Leeds; Pres. Omwake, Collegeville; Dr. 
Robt. Laird, Toronto; Dr. H. B. Master, 
Philadelphia; Prof. P. Carnegie Simpson, 
Cambridge; Dr. James McGranahan, Bel- 
fast; Dr. John McConnachie, Dundee; M. 
le Pasteur F. Buse’, Belgium; Rev. Josef 
Soucek, Prague; Prof. Zilka, Prague; Rey. 
Prof. Thiebaud, Neuchatel, and many 
others, including Signor Costabel of the 
Waldensian Chureh in Italy, took part in 
the discussions. 

The Council was filled with a progres- 
sive spirit. A new sense of Reformed- 
Presbyterian unity was in evidence, due 
largely to the pressure of the secular age. 
A new departure came when the Union of 
Women’s Missionary Societies of the 
Churches asked to be admitted to the 
Council. This problem is to be considered 
and solved by the next meeting. Youth 
was recognized in the Sunday evening 
gathering. A deeper type of religious faith 
is emerging, more virile and militant, 
grounded upon a God who is Lord of life 
and history. There was no note of despair 
in the Council. Rather there was a recog- 
nition of the fact that the Church will 
come through to victory, but it may be 
saved as by fire. 

A new interest in the Churches on the 
continent has been awakened and a sense 
of heroic sympathy has been born that 
may prove to be a saving and challenging 
objective to a Church that has lost its 
sense of mission. But what is most sig- 
nificant of all is that the Council gave 
publie a social manifesto for the first time. 
Here were the scattered Reformed-Presby- 
terian Protestants of the world giving for 
the first time a united declaration regard- 
ing race relations, industry and business, 
marriage and family life, the Lord’s Day, 
Christian unity and co-operation, the spir- 
itual view of life and world unity and its 
foundation. Much discussion ensued as re- 
gards the statement that war was incom- 
patible with the mind and will of Christ. 
Those who had lost sons in the great war 
felt as if it implied that these sacrifices 
were not compatible with the mind of 
Christ. But after the words were changed 
somewhat the spirit still implied a strong 
word against all wars. 

The next Council—1937—will come to 
Montreal, Canada. Dr. Curtis is the new 
president. An interesting study in Re- 


16 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


formed types could be noted throughout 
the Council. Closest to the American 
Presbyterianism stands the Swiss and per- 


haps the English, and the Continental 
Scotch and the Irish Presbyterianism 
stand quite alone. The Canadian type is 
a blend of the American and the Scotch 
and. Irish. At least the Reformation had 
a different expression in Scotland from 
what it had in Britain or in Germany. 


Time and again these varying expressions 
sought articulation, but it was interesting 
to note how a strong sense of the unitive 
principles kept these idiosyneracies in 
check. Perhaps the strong personalities of 
Drs. Richards and Curtis had more to do 
with this than any other thing!! 

Perhaps a last item should be mentioned. 
The Council has not yet been able to adopt 
a concensus of opinion as regards a creed. 
Dr. Richards put it well when he said that 
unless a creed issues out of a sense of 
desperation and travail, as all the old 
creeds emerged, it would be better not to 
make one artificially. It might be still- 
born and lack vitality. At least in prae- 
tical activity, as Barth says, we are unit- 
ed. Perhaps the exigencies of the times 
to come may furnish a furnace in which 
the creeds and opinions of old may flow 
together in the welding of one solid faith 
in essentials. 


The Council sadly missed the delegates 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. 8. A., and 
the group of middle-age younger men who 
have a quite different view of life and of 
faith than our venerable, and, in many 
cases, youthful-minded fathers. 


O Bilal sad Kaya 


PROF. I. B. WAGNER 


Trinity Church, Carrollton, O., lost its 
most outstanding member in the death of 
Prof. I. B. Wagner, aged 58 y., 3 m., 5 das. 
He was baptized by Rev. Dr. I. 8S. Hahn 
and confirmed by Rev Dr. S. Z. Beam. He 
graduated from the Carrollton High School 
in 1892. Immediately he took up the work 
of teaching. For 41 years he was engaged 
in public school work, and all of it in 
Carroll Co. Eight of these years he was 
assistant county superintendent. 

He was an honored citizen of the com- 
munity. He was frequently called upon 
for an address by organizations, clubs and 
Sunday Schools. For 3 years he directed 
the county Red Cross work. He took a 
keen interest in the work of the Boy 
Scouts. 

He was a born teacher and always taught 
a Bible Class in the various communities 
where he resided. He was very much in- 
terested in his Church. If required to be 
absent from its worship he never failed to 
acquaint his pastor with the reason for the 
same, 

He was a staunch defender of the faith 
and held the unabated interest of a fine 
class of men. He was a fine type of physi- 
cal manhood and enjoyed good health un- 
til about 6 months ago. When he failed 
to respond to medical treatment, he sought 
the aid of the clinie only to find that he 
was afflicted with cancer in its final stage. 
He returned home and passed to ‘his rest 
in 10 days. He was united in marriage to 
Laura Hagerman by Rev. D. G. H. 
Souders. This union was blessed with two 
sons—Frank of Carrollton, and Robert of 
Buffalo. 

He is survived by his wife, 2 
grandchildren, 2 sisters and 2 


sons, 2 
brothers. 


The funeral services were conducted in 
the Church he loved so well by the pastor, 
Rev. H. N. Smith, assisted by Rev. E. 
G. Klotz, a former pastor. The sermon 


was based on I Sam 20:18, “Thou shalt 
be missed because thy seat will be vacant.” 

A concourse of people beyond the ¢a- 
pacity of the Church was present to pay 
their respects to the departed, and testify 
to the esteem in which he was held by the 


people. EN. 


THE REV. CHRISTIAN GUMBERT 


The Rev. Christian Gumbert died at his 
home in Schellsburg, Pa., on July 10, after 
an iilness of several weeks’ duration. He 
was born in Armstrong County, Pa., 82 
years ago and was educated for the Chris- 
tian ministry at the old Mercersburg Col- 
lege and Seminary. 

His first charge was the Sugar Creek 
Charge in Allegheny Classis, after which 
he served charges as follows: New Center- 
ville, Somerset Classis; Middlebrook, Vir- 


ginia Classis; South Bend, Clarion Clas- 
sis; Fort Louden, Mercersburg Classis; 


Yellow Creek, Juniata Classis; and Schells- 
burg of the same Classis. From the latter 
charge he resigned in June, 1915, and since 
lived retired at Schellsburg. 

The evening of his life was saddened by 
total blindness, but he maintained a happy 
spirit, thankful for all that God and his 
fr.ends did for him, and he never lost his 
interest in what was going on in the 
Church. 

His funeral service was held in the Re- 
formed Church at Schellsburg on Wednes- 
day, July 12, with sermon by Rev. J. 
Albert Eyler, D.D., who was assisted by 
Rev. J. M. Runkle, D.D., and Revs. J. EB. 
Scheetz and F. D. Eyster. The interment 
was in the Schellsburg Cemetery 

He is survived by his aged widow and 
three sons, of Johnstown, Altoona and 
Philadelphia. 


MRS. F. F. BAHNER 


The “Messenger” recently announced the 
death of Mrs. Mary Ella Bahner, beloved 
wife of Rev. Dr. Franklin F. Bahner, of 
Waynesboro, Pa. Mrs. Bahner, who had 
reached the ripe age of 82 years, 9 months 
and 13 days, had been confined to the hos- 
pital since June 18, when she met with a 
fall which resulted in a broken hip bone 
and internal injuries. She was the coldest 
child of Mr. and Mrs. B. S. Carpenter, of 
Elmira, N. Y. When Dr. Bahner became 
pastor of St. John’s Church, Milton, in 
1873, she was a teacher of music in that 
town. Her marriage to Dr. Bahner took 
place in Elmira on May 19, 1874, the offici- 
ating clergyman being her pastor, Rey. 
Thomas K. Beecher, a brother of Henry 
Ward Beecher. Dr. and Mrs. Bahner made 
their home in Waynesboro in 1877, and 
Mrs. Bahner was a publie teacher of mu- 
sic for more than a quarter of a century, 
was organist at Trinity Church for 30 
years, superintendent of the Primary De- 
partment of the Sunday School for 35 
years, and for many years had charge of 
the training of the children for all special 
services, She was a moving spirit in the 
organization of the King’s Daughters and 
the W. M. 8..of Trinity Church and ae- 
tively interested in the W. M. S. of Mer- 
cersburg Classis. She was a charter mem- 
ber of the Euterpe Club of Waynesboro, 
and was greatly interested in the welfare 
of the community. She had a forceful per- 
sonality and was intensely active and en- 
ergetic in every good cause. The local 
paper paid a fine editorial tribute to her 
character and gracious ministries. She was 
a faithful helpmeet to her husband, and 
Dr. Bahner has always attributed his pro- 
longed and fruitful ministry to her helpful 
influence. As the body of this noble Chris- 
tian woman lay in state in Trinity Church, 
more than 1,000 persons from all walks of 
life passed the flower-banked bier. Pri- 
vate services were conducted at the home 
on North Church Street by the Rev. 8S. E. 
Lobach, pastor of Trinity Chureh. The 
body was then removed to the Church, 
which was filled to capacity for the public 
service, conducted by Rev. Mr. Lobach, as- 
sisted by Revs. J. Harvey Mickley, D.D., 
Ernest W. Brindle and Victor H. Jones. 
The Consistories of Trinity and Salem 
Churches served as honorary pall-bearers. 
Almost a score of other ministers were 
present. Interment was made in the fam- 
ily plot in Green Hill Cemetery. 

Besides her devoted husband, Mrs. Bah- 
ner is survived by a son, Dr. Walter S. 
Bahner, a dentist in New York City; and 
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a daughter, Mrs. Charles Parker Harrison, 
of Erie, Pa. Also by five grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. Another daugh- 


ter, Mrs. Bessie Carpenter Grove, passed 
away 23 years ago. 


DR. FRANKLIN B. WITMER 


Dr. Franklin Bowman Witmer, one of 
the most popular and best known physi- 
cians of Lebanon, Pa., died July 6 at his 
home. He was in failing health for sey- 
eral years, but kept up his professional 
duties until several weeks before his death. 
He was born at Quentin, Lebanon Co., 66 
years ago. He attended Millersville State 
Teachers’ College, taught in the public 
schools for two terms, and then studied 
medicine, graduating from the Medical 
School of the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1891. He started to practice medicine 


‘in Quentin, moving to Lebanon in 1911. 


He took deep interest in Masonie affairs, 
being one of the two 33rd degrees Masons 
in Lebanon. He was a director of the — 
Lebanon National Bank, a past president — 
of the Lebanon Co. Medical Society, and 
president of the physicians’ staff at the 
Good Samaritan Hospital. He is survived 
by his wife, the former Janetta Colvin; a 
son, Franklin C.; and a daughter, Mary N. 


He was a faithful member and attendant 
at St. Stephen’s Church, in which he was 


an elder, also the congregational treasurer 
for years. He was liberal in spirt and in 
purse. He was devoted, meek and kind, 
a tower of strength in his Church. He 
will be sadly missed by all. 
physician,,one who walked in the footsteps — 
of the great Physician, the sympathiz 
Jesus. 

Funeral services in charge of his pas' 
Pierce E. Swope, were held at his 
home Monday afternoon, July 10. 


>. 


He was a good 
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